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BORCRE GM NAL LeeaRy 
Suffering ait nett 
By Lois Reynolds Carpenter 


E NOT dismayed when you suffer 
for Christ’s sake; 
Count it all joy when they falsely 
accuse, 
Saying all manner of evil against you, 
Seeking, through you, His dear name 
to abuse. 


Patiently pray and just Jove orrin silence, 

When they would trifie with souls you 
have nursed. 

Always remember, when testings are 


sorest, 
Naught touches you ‘but it touches Him 
first. : 
Knowing the fellowship now of His 
sufferings, 


Helping to fill up the cup of His woe — 

Incomplete yet till His second appear- 
ing — 

This is enough of reward here below. 


When the Enemy Comes 
Like a Flood— 


Though the name of God does not 
appear in the Book of Esther, yet the 
work of His hand is evident throughout 
that wonderful story. So it is even to- 
day: He is working behind the scenes, 
and His people know it, though the 
world is completely unaware of His 
power. From a Christian friend in Fin- 
land Miss Ruth Paxson received a letter 
that revealed the silver lining in the 
clouds. “We here fully realize,” she 


wrote, “and we felt it very strongly 
during those heavy days of tension when 
negotiations were carried out with our 
great neighbor, that it was the interces- 
sions of our friends all over the world 
that hindered and hampered the hand of 
evil, so it could not yet destroy us, and 
we felt a great confidence flowing into 
our hearts. One of the Communistic 
members of our Government said iron- 
ically, ‘Now Finland really has no other 
help than its God.’ It was a well-turned 
phrase, although it was meant to be 
sarcastic. But God’s help is indeed the 
best and strongest one in these days, 
too — just as when Psalm 46 was written. 
Another Communistic member of the 
Government had said that he does not 
understand what demon here in Finland 
binds their hands, so they cannot act 
according to their plans, and so that 
things do not succeed sand develop as 
they have calculated. Although they do 
not acknowledge God or believe in Him, 
they have to feel His power against 
which they try to fight. Thanks and thou- 
sands of thanks to all you sisters and 
brothers over there in America, who have 
strength to remember and carry us also 
in your prayers before God.” It is no 


‘new thing for men to misinterpret what 


aa 


they see and attribute to demons the 
power of God. The Pharisees said of 
Christ, “This fellow doth not cast out 
devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of 
the devils” (Matt. 12:24). But the Lord 
Jesus answered, “Every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation; 
and every city or house divided against 
itself shall not stand: and if Satan cast 
out Satan, he is divided against himself; 
how shall then his kingdom stand? . , 
But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of 
God, then the kingdom of God is come 
unto you. Or else how can one enter 
into a strong man’s house, and spoil his 
goods, except he first bind the strong 
man? and then he will spoil his house.” 
It was certainly not a demon that bound 
the hands of Russia in Finland! The 
event is explained rather by these 
familiar words, “When the enemy shall 
come in like a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lord shall lift up a standard against him” 
(Isa, 59:19). Though “the kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord,” the 
day is coming when “he that sitteth in 
the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall 
have them in derision,” and when He 
shall “break them with a rod of iron” 
(Psa, 2). 


% 


IV. “Put No Fire Under” 


‘The fourth editorial in the series 


Remedy,” by J. 


[ese that sp in our churches con- 
fess that spiritual life has reached 
a very low ebb, and that something 
is lacking, whatever that something may 
be. Candid believers freely acknowledge 
that there is the widest contrast between 
the church of former days, when vital- 
ized by the power of the Holy Spirit 
of God, and the church in our own day. 

The purpose of this message is to seek 
to diagnose our spiritual condition, and 
see if there is a remedy. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And the Lord went before them 
. - to lead them the way ... to 
give them light” (Exod. 13:21). 




















, “Diagnosing Spiritual Ills and the 
B. Rowell, Th.D. 


The Baal prophets were followers of 
Baal, which name is the Hebrew term 
for “lord.” Baal was the supreme male 
divinity of the Pheenician and Canaanitish 
nations, as Ashtoreth was their supreme 
female divinity. This religion prevailed 
in the days of Moses among the Moab- 
ites and Midianites, and through them 
spread to the Israelites (see Num. 22 
and 25). In spite of God’s many warn- 
ings to His people not to compromise 
in their clear-cut separation from 
heathen nations, in the times of the 
kings, the religion of Baal had become 
the religion of Ahab and his court, and 
also of the Ten Tribes, for, in response 
to Ahab’s challenge, “Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel?” Elijah placed the 
blame where it belonged, when he said, 
“I have not troubled Israel; but thou, 
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and thy father’s house, in that ye have 
forsaken the commandments of the Lord, 
and thou hast followed Baalim” (1 Kings 
18:17, 18). 

Is that not where we have failed, in 
that we have, more or less, forsaken 
the plan and purpose of the Lord, and 
followed the devices of our own hearts? 


Tue TEST OF JEHOVAH AND THE GODS 


One of the grandest scenes in history 
is before us in this eighteenth chapter 
of First Kings. The battles of nations 
sink into insignificance in comparison 
with this contest, and its abiding influ- 
ence in the lives of men. Here, a king 
and his nation are called together by 
Elijah, to determine who is the true God. 
Thus Elijah’s spiritual ascendency over 
Ahab is seen, in that the king called the 
nation together at the prophet’s bidding. 


ELIJAH’s CONCEPTION OF GOD 


From the outset, Elijah’s conception of 
God is seen as he takes command of the 
trial. It was Israel’s God-dishonoring 
vacillating between Baal and Jehovah, 
and their weak silence, whieh made the 
test necessary. 

At a crucial hour in Israel’s history, 
God’s man was ready to step into the 
breech. And the great need of this hour 
is not for more machinery, or new 
methods, but men fully yielded to the 
mind and purpose of God, 

The test, as presented by Elijah, is the 
test from which thousands shrink. The 
reason for this unwillingness to put God 
to the test is lack of faith, lack of con- 
fidence in God. There is too much self- 
consciousness, and not enough God-con- 
sciousness. Elijah’s test must be our 
test, namely, “The God that answereth 
by fire, let him be God.” The question 
may be asked, “Is God able?” There 
can surely be only one answer, and all 
experience bears it out; and that is, “Yes, 
our God is able, for with our God all 
things are possible.” 

If there is a test, there is also a con- 
dition; and this condition bears witness 
to Elijah’s sublime conception of God, 
’ when he said,.““Put no fire under.” Three 
times these words occur in this Scripture 
passage, and it might well mark the 
turn of the tide in spiritual affairs if 
every Gospel minister and Christian 
worker were to write these words in 
the flyleaf of his Bible, and post them 
up in his study, “Put no fire under,” 
It is possible that the prophet of God 
made this stipulation because of the 
practice of deceivers who put secret fire 
under their sacrifices. They emphasize 
the truth that a man may bring the sac- 
rifice, but must not try to provide the 
fire of acceptance. God alone can ac- 
cept. 

HOLLOWNESS OF RELIGION APART From Gop 

It is possible to be sincere and enthu- 
siastic, and yet out of touch with God. 


The Baal prophets gave a marvelous 
demonstration of fleshly zeal and energy, 
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as they cried, “O Baal, hear us.” It is 
likely this was the first time the con- 
dition had been imposed, “Put no fire 
under.” Consequently, their limitations 
had scmehow to be implemented, so they 
resorted to displays of wild physical ex- 
citement. They leaped upon the altar, 
“they cried aloud, and cyt themselves 
after their manner with knives and lan- 
cets, till the blood gushed out upon 
them.” But what could be more pathetic 
than the inspired record, “There was 
neither voice, nor any to answer, nor 
any that regarded.” What appalling 
darkness! As Isaiah states, “They have 
no knowledge that set up the wood of 
their graven image, and pray unto a god 
that cannot save” (45:20). What dis- 
couraging labor! The shrieking and 
yelling of frenzied excitement is not the 
petition of knowledge and trust. The 
great essential is to know God in His 
grace and power, and to trust Him. Baal, 
the Sun God, could not answer even at 
noon, the hour of the sun’s greatest 
power. No burning beam came in re- 
sponse to their agonized cries to fire 
their sacrifice. 


MISTAKE OF THE BAAL PROPHETS — 
Our MISTAKE 


The writer is convinced that churches 
have stood at the crossroads, and have 
taken the wrong road. There came a 
time when individual Christians neg- 
lected the family altar, Bible reading, 
and private prayer. This was followed, 
in turn, by forsaking the prayer meet- 
ing; and then by going to but one serv- 
ice on the Lord’s Day. Worldliness crept 
into the churches, resulting in prayer- 
lessness and powerlessness. Churches 
and individuals have realized this, but, 
in the crisis hour, instead of believers 
humbling themselves under the mighty 
hand of God, they have said, “We must 
DO something.” At the crossroads, there 
was no prophet to warn, “Put no fire 
under. ... The God that answereth by 
fire, let him be God.” And’so, depend- 
ing on the energy of the flesh, worldly 
means were brought in; until the God- 
designed reason for the existence of the 
church, that is, the preaching of the 
Word and proclaiming Christ as the 
only ‘hope of salvation for sinners, was 
lost sight of, and substitutes, to attract 
the crowds, became the order of the day. 
Now it is quite general for churches to 
make their appeal, not on the ground 
of the exaltation of Christ, but sensa- 
tional subjects and “red-hot” programs, 
Services are “pepped up” as human fire 
is substituted for the power of the Holy 
Spirit of God, 


ELIJAH, IN CONFIDENCE, VENTURED ON GoD 

What a soul-uplifting conception of 
God Elijah had! Is it not in this that 
we fall far short? To Elijah, God was 
not one who needed the puny help of 
man. Human power and wit cannot add 
one iota to the omnipotence and wis- 
dom of God. Elijah has no need to put 
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fire under the sacrifice, which he has 
prepared on the repzired altar. Even 
as God will not share His glory with 
another, neither will He share the power 
of His Holy Spirit with the tiny effort 
of human frailty. “He needeth not the 
poor device of:man.” 

What human calculation estimates a 
hindrance is no hindrance with our God. 
Elijah did not try to help God by mak- 
ing it as easy as possible for fire to come. 
Instead, he multiplied what weak faith 
counts difficulties, and commanded that 
the sacrifice be drenched with water. 
He will not give any suspicious onlooker 
opportunity to say there was false fire 
under the sacrifice. No, Jehovah must 
have all the glory. 

Shame on us! We think we must add 
our wonderful powers or organization; 
increase the interest in our programs; 
add the fire of our pep talks and en- 
thusiasm; prove this cr that by our wis- 
dom and logic; use. our persuasion; ap- 
peal to the arm of flesh, and pander to 
monied men. And so even Christians 
put their own fire under, as though they 
had no God in Heaven, waiting to hear 
their cry, and answer according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

If we had the daring faith of Elijah, 
we would be willing to look all our per- 


(Continued on page 714) 








Notes on Open Letters 
When Christ Prayed 


for His Enemies 


I am a daily reader of THE SuNDAY 
Scuoo. Times. I would appreciate 
some light on a passage of Scripture 
whiech:-a Jehovah’s Witness pointed out 
as being a mistake as we read _ our 
Bibles today. It is Luke 23:34: “Then 
said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do.” 

. Ther he showed me his Greek version 

of the same Scripture, which read, 

“Oh ! Father forgive them not for they 

know what they do.” Which is cor- 

rect?—A daily reader. 

This question was submitted to Dr. 
Merril C. Tenney, Professor of Bible and 
Theology at Wheaton College and Dean 
of the Graduate School. The substance 
of his answer follows: 

There are two Greek words for “not”; 
... Ou is the one used here, and it must 
always go with an indicative verb. The 
only indicative verb in the sentence and 
verse is “know.” Even the English 
shows that “forgive” is in the impera- 
tive. And the imperative cannot take 
ou. Therefore, the word “not” must go 
with the verb “know,” and cannot go 
with “forgive.” The word “for” does 


follow the word “not,” but because of 
construction of the sentence and the use 
of ou, the word “for” must follow ou. 
It would be impossible to translate the 
verse in any other way, and the Jeho- 
vah’s Witness is absolutely wrong. 
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Labourers Together With God” 


A life of fruitful service in lumber camps and 
city churches, and a Bible teaching ministry 


able evening than the one re- 

cently spent with Mrs. James 
Oliver Buswell, Sr., comfortably seated 
in her living room, and surrounded by 
photographs of her family. If you know 
Mrs. Buswell you probably have had 
many of the same questions that I have 
had. A few of these she kindly an- 
swered for me, and I will endeavor to 
share them with you. 

Mary Emeline Porter, the eldest 
daughter of a teacher, was born in 
Bradford, McKean County, Pa., in the 
home of her paternal grandfather, the 
Rev. Samuel Porter, a Presbyterian min- 
ister. 

When she was sixteen months old the 
Porter family moved to Illinois, the 
grandfather having accepted a call to 
a pastorate there. Later her father be- 
came a Congregational minister. 

Mrs. Buswell received her education 
in Chicago, and in Flint, Mich. — “and 
in my father’s study for the most part.” 

James O. Buswell, a young evangelist, 
the son of a Wisconsin farmer, assisted 
the Rev. T. A. Porter in evangelistic 
meetings. At that time he became ac- 
quainted with the family, and was later 
united in marriage with Mary Emeline 
Porter. “He was the handsomest man 
I’ve ever met!” 


Re: have I had a more enjoy- 


An Influential Testimony 


To this couple were born four sons, 
who were reared by their godly parents 


in the nurture and admonition of the 


Lord. The home was an influential tes- 
timony to neighbors and friends. 

The Rev. James O. Buswell, a real 
soldier of Jesus Christ and able Bible 
teacher, was very active in the Chap- 
man Evangelistic Campaigns throughout 
the United States and Canada. 

Service on the foreign mission field 
was considered by the Buswells, but in- 
stead the Lord led into home mission- 
ary work in the lumber and mining 
camps of northern Wisconsin. There 
were no mission boards working in this 
area at that time, but as the Buswells 
were confident that the Lord was lead- 
ing, a work was established throughout 
the mining and lumber region with their 
headquarters at Mellen, Wis. The work 
in the camps was supervised by Mr. Bus- 
well and carried on by chaplains who 
visited the camps and had intensive 
Bible study. 

After two years a thriving work was 
built up. Among those who were saved 
fronr lives of sin and drunkenness were 
forty heads of families, Instead of spend- 
ing their time in saloons and gambling 


A beloved member of the Bible 
school family at the National Bible 
Institute in New York is Mrs. James 
Oliver Buswell, Sr. She is familiarly 
known as “Madame Buswell” to dis- 
tinguish her from her daughter-in- 
law, the wife of President J. Oliver 
Buswell, Jr. With her husband, Mrs. 
Buswell, Sr., was active in several 
forms of Christian work for many 
years. Their four sons all became 
prominent in various fields of serv- 
ice, showing how God blesses chil- 
dren who are geared in homes where 
He is given first place in all things. 
Miss Graham, writer of this bio- 
graphical sketch, is editor of the 
N.B. Eye, published monthly by the 
students of the National Bible In- 
stitute, 340 W. 55th St., New York 19. 








they were leading earnest Christian lives. 
This aroused the indignation of the 
eighteen saloonkeepers, who attempted 
to take Mr. Buswell’s life. In their ef- 
forts to assassinate Mr. Buswell, a loyal 
parishioner’s life was sacrificed.* 


At this time a new home was being 
built, and was near enough completion 
for the family to occupy a week before 
Christmas. Soon after moving, Mr. Bus- 
well, with an associate, went on a trip 
to a distant lumber camp. The mother and 
children with a friend had had family 
devotions and retired for the night, when 
they were awakened by the carpenter who 
discovered the house was on fire. The 
children were told to dress and then they 
left the house, saving only their Bibles, 
Outside the mother ‘noticed that her sec- 





Mary Emeline Porter Buswell 


By MARGARET GRAHAM 


ond son did not have on his shoes, and, 
being afraid his feet would freeze, she 
sent him back into the house to get them. 
The shoes were by the stove in the din- 
ing room. Realizing that the fire had 
spread more than she thought, she lifted 
her heart in prayer to the Lord for the 
safety of her child. She said, “I heard 
him call, ‘Mama! Mama!’ and I think 
I shall never forget how the stars looked 
that night as I lifted my face to the 
sky and asked the Lord to save that 
child.” Calvin did escape unharmed by 
crawling out of the burning house, 

A telegram was sent to her husband 
in care of the head of the lumber camp: 
“Tell Buswell house burned. All lives 
saved.” Receiving this message, Mr. 
Buswell immediately headed for the rail- 
road station forty miles distant which 
was an all night trip on horseback. 
Constantly the questions kept coming to 
him, “Were they hurt or injured?” “Why 
didn’t she include more in the message?” 
Then Ephesians 5:27 came to him, “That 
he might present it to himself a glori- 
ous church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish”; and he 
understood in a new way what the Lord 
meant in His concern for the Church. 
It was a time of rejoicing and thanks- 
giving when the family was reunited. 

Northern Wisconsin will long benefit 
from the ministry of this great pair. The 
blessings of Christianity have been felt; 
among them the voting out of saloons 
at Mellen. Later the family moved to 
Minneapolis, where for a number of 
years Dr. Buswell served the Stewart 
Memorial Church. The five or six hun- 
dred members of the Tuesday Night 
Bible Class who came from the sur- 
rounding communities were tremen- 
dously blessed by their courses of studies 
under the leadership of Dr. Buswell. 
At one time thirty young people, mem- 
bers of their church, were volunteers for 
full-time Christian service, 


The Call to Brooklyn 


During the first World War, Dr. Bus- 
well served as Religious Work Director 
in the Y.M.C.A. in the United States, 
while his four sons served their coun- 
try, three of them overseas, 

On October 1, 1921, the Buswells 
moved to Brooklyn, where he was called 
to be pastor of the Spencer Memorial 
Church. The following April, after an 
illness, the Lord took him to be with 
Himself, 

Mrs, Buswell later joined the Presby- 
terian Evangelistic Committee, organ- 


: (Continued on page 715) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





their children, and themselves at 

times, with the names of Christian 
graces and personal experience, and it is 
interesting to note the same practice 
among Chinese Christians. The Southern 
Presbyterian Mission at Hwai Yin, 
Kiangsu, was wrecked by the Japanese, 
but the church survives, and Mr. Hamil- 
ton writes of it’ in the Presbyterian 
Survey. 

Its Sunday morning prayer meeting 
at crack of dawn, with forty in attend- 
ance, is led by a Christian Endeavorer 
with the fine name of Chen Li-sheng — 
Mr. Stand-Up-to-Life Chen. At 10.30 
comes the Sunday school for older peo- 
ple with two hundred in attendance, 
followed by morning service led by 
Pastor Wu Teng Tang, otherwise the 
Rev. Go-Up-to-Church. An elder invites 
Mr. Hamilton to dinner. He has a medi- 
cine shop and bears the name of Dr. 
Grace-of-Love Shi. The afternoon Sun- 
day school with two hundred boys and 
girls is divided into separate classes, 
each with a pennant inscribed with the 
class name in Chinese—Grace, Love, 
Forbearance, Eternal Life, Preach the 
Word, Peace, Faith, Faithfulness, Crown 
of Life, and so on. The superintendent 
is Mr. Bathed-in-Grace Chen. 

When Sunday school is over the 
twenty-five teachers stay behind to re- 
ceive instruction from Pastor Wu in 
the teaching for the following Sunday. 
At eight. o’clock is the evening service. 

But even with the night, Mr. Hamilton 
tells us, the work of the Suthsien church 
does not cease, for every hour of this 
night, and of every night and of every 
day, one hundred and sixty-eight mem- 
bers have pledged themselves each to 
spend his specified hour every week in 
earnest prayer that the Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified through this 
church and its members. 

The church has two cornerstones, one 
inscribed, “For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is. Jesus 
Christ.” The second is on the restored 
part, and reads, “The glory of this latter 
house shall be greater than of the for- 
mer, saith the Lord of hosts: and in this 
place will I give peace.” 

It is a prophecy which is being ful- 
filled. 


There is a fine mission of Southern 
Baptists in Tsinan, China, and one of its 
members, the Rev. John A. Abernathy, 
writes of a beautiful temple which was 
built in that city some fifteen years ago 
called The Temple of the Five Religions. 
The five were Buddhist, Confucian, 
Taoist, Mohammedan, and Christian — 
the Christians being a handful of apos- 


O« English Puritan forebears named 


tates. The project was financed by 
wealthy people of these faiths who 
sought to make merit for themselves, a 
purpose common to all of them. 


The people of the city are not satisfied 
with it, however, but flock to Christian 
churches for the Gospel. Baptists have 
in Tsinan five churches and four mis- 
sions, besides special Bible classes. They 
are in close proximity to two colleges 
and several government high schools, 
and have at various times been invited 
to preach to the entire student body 
of each. “It is a real joy to work with 
these fine young studé¢hts.” Thousands 
of refugees from Communist invasion 
have gathered in the city and are receiv- 
ing the Word. 

“The writer [Mr. Abernathy] has been 
honored the past two years by being 
adviser to the Governor of the Province 
and an honorary member of the legisla- 
ture.” This gives him opportunity to 


witness to one of the most neglected — 


groups of people in all China. “A liv- 
ing testimony has been given to officials 
of all ranks, military and civil, and some 
have been saved. Our Governor him- 
self is not far from the Kingdom. He 
likes to talk about the Gospel, and de- 
clares he will be a Christian; also he 
reads the Bible daily and Sometimes in 


public speeches quotes the sayings of: 


Jesus.” 


Some Anniversaries. — The great 
French Protestant colony of mercy for 
epileptics celebrated in June the cente- 
nary of its establishment by John Bost. 
At present there are some six hundred 
and fifty inmates in fourteen homes. 


This year also marks the double cen- 
tenary of John Wesley’s Kingswood 
School. Founded first for children of 
colliers, it later took in children of 
Methodist circuit riders who had little 
of home life. Wesley had been distressed 
by the low quality of the teaching in 
English schools. “Every part of the 
naticn,” he wrote, “abounds in masters 
of this kind: men who are either unin- 
strueted in the very principles of Chris- 
tianity or quite indifferent to the prac- 
tice of it.” Kingswood became.a model 
school in an age when education was 
a haphazard affair. The children were 
well and‘ substantially fed, had plenty 
of sleep (from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m.). The 
curriculum in their higher grades pro- 
vided instruction in French, Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew, in hisiory and geography, 
chronology, rhetoric, logic, ethics, geome- 
try, algebra, physics. Cf this four years’ 
course, Wesley said, “Whoever carefully 
goes through this course will be a better 
scholar than nine in ten of the graduates 
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at Oxford or Cambridge.” He should 
have known, for he was himself edu- 
cated at Oxford. Over the school’s en- 
trance doors he inscribed, “In Gloriam 
Dei Optimi Maximi in Usum Ecclesiae 
et Republicae” (“In honor of the best and 
greatest God; for the help of the church 
and the nation”). 


Then there is the fortieth anniversary 
of the Chinese Blind Girls’ Home in 
Changsha, Hunan. More than two hun- 
dred have teen trained here and eighty 
were present at the celebration. “At 
dawn the choir began to make a joyful 
noise with hymns of praise, and at seven 
we gathered in chapel for early morn- 
ing service. Later there was a Chinese 
feast and. an afternoon tea garden when 
the blind girls sang hymns and gave 
Biblical plays. One group, enacting 2 
part of the Pilgrim’s Progress, was really 
fine. Miss Ren, who was in the first 
class opened, and has been a teacher 
of the blind in the Wucheng School for 
many years, recounted her experiences.” 
There was an exhibition of the kni‘ted 
articles made by the blind and demon- 
stration of methods of teaching and of 
making Braille books. The school needs 
a new dormitory for blind girls apply- 
ing, and the sale of the knitting is to be 
the beginning of a foundation fund for 
this needed expansion. Who will add 
to it? (Liebenzell Mission House, 
Schooley’s Mountain, N,. J.) 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
M. Emile Pourésy, who recently died at 
the age of eighty-four, was little known 
in America, but fulfilled a greatly useful 


. and geatly difficult ministry in his owh 


France. He was a French farmer’s son 
who was converted, at the age of eight- 
een, in Paris. As a conscript, he was 
sent out to Tahiti in the South Seas, and 
there became an army officer. Later he 
returned to France and was authorized 


by the Minister of War to iecture to’ 


French troops on personal morals. This 
led him into lifelong battle against pros- 
titution and the publication of obscene 
literature. His organ, Relévement Social 
(Social Uplift), led the movement which 
has seen the closing of evil houses in 
French cities (ninety-seven in Paris). 
At times iiis life was threatened by the 
underworld. 

Fine it is to see a churchmar leading 
in this great reform. At the head of 
his paper was the text, “Thou art full 
of love for those who call on thee.” 
Although a layman he often supplied 
pulpits in evangelical churches. 


Dr. George Carstairs was a Scotch 
missionary in the first half of his life 
and in his later years the editor of 
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Life and Work, the admirable organ of 
the Church of Scotland. Shortly before 
his death, last April, he wrote the fol- 
lowing lines to be read after he had 
passed on: 
Come, enter now and let us close the door. 
Night’s quiet curtain on the bright world 
falls 
Vainly, for round me on familiar walls 
Life’s scenes hang pictured in abundant 
store — 
A dreaming boy beside a Highland shore, 
A storm-tossed sea, a star-filled night, 
Dark faces shining in the campfire light, 
Children that Jaugh, and mountain peaks 
that soar. 


Old age, I find, is but a coming home. 

Dear scenes, dear loved ones, cluster 
round, * 

And all the treasures gathered by the way. 

Life’s ardor cooled, I would no longer 
roam 


But dwell with these awhile, and then 
sleep sound 

And wake all fresh and eager to the Day. 

The Roman Catholic Church itself is 
forcing those who have acclaimed her 
“a sister church” to take a more realist 
position. Mr. Mead of the Christian 
Yerald has published an account of the 
inbelievable doings of the Catholic 
Church in the schools of New Mexico. 
Dixon, a town of twelve hundred peo- 
ple, half and half Protestant-Catholic, 
has had its public school closed and its 
children herded into a parochial school 
to be taught by German nuns who can- 
not speak English intelligibly. The pub- 
lic school building is abandoned to the 
weather. Two days a week the busses 
start at seven o’clock in order that the 
children may be on time for Mass. Prot- 
estant children who balk at confessing 
to the priest are penalized therefor. The 
children have been made to co-operate 
in collecting funds for a new parochial 
school building, engaging in bingo games 
at five cents a card, selling chances on 
boxes of candy, and they are even dis- 
missed from school early to carry sand, 
water, and rocks for its foundations. 


At Belen, another town, the high 
school football team must go to the 
priest for blessing before the game be- 
gins. In Costilla, the local priest teaches 
in the public school, and graduating ex- 
ercises are held in the Roman Catholic 
church. When the Archbishop comes up 
from Santa Fe to give out the diplomas 
the children must kiss his ring. And 
so on. 


These teaching sisters are exempt 
from paying state income taxes, but not 
so the lay teachers in public schools. 
The nuns also enjoy right of tenure as 
other public school teachers. If they 
teach three years they are in for life. 

How can these things be? There is 
just one reason—the cowardly politi- 
cians and officeholders who fail us here 
as so often elsewhere, notably against 
the liquor interest, even more powerful 
than its customary ally the Church of 
Rome. 

We suggest that the Christian Herald 
call on the National Conference of 
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Christians and Jews to make known 
these facts and to intervene for their 
correction.’ They have an annual bud- 
get of $350,000 to fight intolerance! 


Cottage prayer in Kenya Colony, Af- 
rica, is described by Mr. Weppler. Go- 
ing to these meetings one must take a 
lantern, for there are snakes in evening 
grass, and at times wild animals. One 


_ notices other lanterns flickering toward 


a native hut, and hears voices singing, 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” The 
meeting has already begun. One has to 
stoop to enter. 


Smoke comes from an open fire. 
Twenty people are crowded within who 
nudge one another to move over and 
make room for the newcomer. Most of 
the circle of shining black faces are 
Christians. 


They sing “There Is a 
Filled With Blood.” Prayer is followed 
by testimonies. A middle-aged woman 
wants “to praise the Lord” for saving 
her from the power of Satan. “I used 
to fear the ancestral spirits and take 
part in the dances to drive them away. 
I had my children’s teeth dug out be- 
fore they were a year old and took them 
to the witch doctor when they got sick. 
They died as a consequence. Now the 
Lord has delivered me and given victory 
over temptation.” 


The heathen are much interested. The 
leader carefully explains thé way of 
salvation. A boy of twelve accepts 
Christ. Follow requests for prayer, for 
the sick, for unsaved relatives, for back- 
slidden Christians. So it goes, with 
prayer and praise and song. 


A hundred such meetings are held 
within a radius of five miles from 
Mbooni station in one week; others are 
started in the Mukaa area. More peo- 
ple are saved in these cottage meetings 
than in the Sunday services. There has 
been a growing number of meetings 
held at sunrise. Mothers with small 
children can attend best at that time. 
In some instances Christian women are 
leaders of these early meetings. 


Home prayer meetings are a good 
means for reaching heathen who, at 
times, ask to have them held in their 
own homes. They teach new converts 
to pray, to speak, to memorize Scrip- 
ture and hymns. When these are 
tempted they bring their difficulties to 
older Christians who pray for them and 
advise them. In this way they grow 
in the Christian life. 


Fountain 


M. Jacques Maritain, a convert from 
French Protestantism to Romanism and 
at present ambassador of the French Re- 
public to the Vatican, has been ap- 
pointed professor of philosophy in 
Princeton University. In this connection 
it may be noted that the son of Mr. 
John Foster Dulles, who is marked to 
be the coming Secretary of State (him- 
self a Presbyterian minister’s son), is 
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studying for the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood in St. Andrews Jesuit College in 
Poughkeepsie; also that Mr. Taylor, the 
Roosevelt-Truman ambassador to the 
Vatican, has given‘ his fine establish- 
ment in Florence to a Dominican sister- 
hood; also that Pius XII asked visitor 
J. Frank Norris what Fundamentalists 
believed, who replied, “In a supernatu- 
rally born Saviour, a supernaturally 
risen Lord by whose death we have sal- 
vation.” The Pope smiled and said he 
believed that, too. 


But the trouble is that he and his be- 
lieve other things, too. In the Converted 
Catholic, mention is made of a booklet 
by the Jesuit Father Delaney, with the 
endorsement of Cardinal Spellman, on 
the fifteenth page of which is this sen- 
tence addressed to priests, and italicized 
by the author: “By offering the Mass 
you add something to Calvary, you al- 
most improve on Calvary.” 

And in another book, officially en- 
dorsed by Cardinal Strich of Chicago, 
entitled “Novena in Honor of the Im- 
maculate Heart of Our Lady of Fatima,” 
one finds, on page 28, “Thou art the 
Gate of Heaven, O Mother beloved, no 
one. shall enter save through thee.” 


Good news from Bolivia comes through 
Mrs. Dorothy Johnson: 


“We have just completed a two-weeks’ 
evangelistic campaign with Senor Fo- 
rero, a Bolivian ex-priest, converted 
four years ago. He held meetings every 
night, preaching fervently and in the 
Spirit. Everything went along as usual 
the first week, but the second week things 
really happened. Souls hungering for 
the truth came to cur home day and 
night seeking salvation, until we had 
hardly time to eat or sleep. It was sim- 
ply wonderful — something we've never 
seen before in our lives. The three of 
us were kept busy dealing with these 
sin-sick souls. Hardly a day goes by 
that they don’t come to the house, or 
stop us in the street, asking for Bibles. 

“We could write in detail about the 
schoolteacher who waited many years to 
know and understand the Gospel; an- 
other former school director who for 
many years had been tormented by a 
sin which the priest refused to absolve 
(1 John 1:7 was his assurance that every 
sin was under the blood); the criminal 
who shot his wife three years ago and 
has been tortured night and day since; 
the mailman, the carpenter, the young 
man who received Jesus into his heart 
while his mother was dying, the clown, 
the young man who had been searching 
for the truth; the young woman who 
prayed: ‘Cost what it may, I will follow 
Jesus. Give Thy grace when persecution 
comes.’ ” 


These new believers are talking of 
making benches, and even of building 
a church. They want to go out with 
the Gospel into the near-by villages and 
to give to missions! 
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The Dinkas are a backward pagan 
people of the Upper Nile and Eastern 
Sudan. The Egypt and Sudan Diocesan 
Review tells how the Church Mission- 
ary Society is giving them Scripture. 
A well-chosen selection of Old Testa- 
ment stories has been translated for 
their use as well as the complete New 
Testament in the Bor dialect of Dinka 
in 1940. This was so well done by Arch- 
deacon Shaw and his Dinka helpers that 
it will long stand as a classic, 

Now comes the prayer book in Dinka 
with hymns published by the Nile Mis- 
sion Press for the Episcopal mission. 
The hymns number sixty, translated 
from standard English hymns. We may 
add that Archdeacon Shaw has recently 
collected from various Dinkas, who 
either composed them or brought them 
into general use, a wide selectiom of 
entirely indigenous Dinka hymns or 
choruses. These are soon to be pub- 
lished separately. 

So the Dinka church has now in its 
hands the prayer book of which the 
great English martyr, Cranmer, said: 
“It is profitable because nothing is or- 
dained, to be read but the very pure 
Word of God, the Holy Scriptures, or 
that which is agreeable to the same: and 
that in such a language and order as is 
most easy and plain for the understand- 
ing both of the readers and hearers.” 


The Nile Mission Press is doing other 
things; as, for example, printing the New 
Testament in the Eastern Turki-Kashgar 
dialect. It is to issue reading books in 
Arabic for the literacy campaign now 
going on in the Near East. In fact, it 
has printed in more than twenty lan- 
guages. During the forty-three years of 
its active life it has put out more than 
nine hundred publications, mostly for 
evangelization among Moslems — Scrip- 
ture portions in Arabic; khuttbas, or 
mosque sermons; books for children, for 
women, for Sunday schools; devotional 
publications, and a great variety of other 
Christian material. It also issues a 
monthly magazine in Arabic with over 
two thousand copies distributed. .The 
field of Islam is a hard one, and this in- 
stitution works in it with courage and 
wisdom, 


“Surely the isles shall wait for me” 
— wait for His coming again. Okinawa 
with its 580,000 is reported as open to 
Gospel teaching. A layman, Toyama 
Seiken, is sending out lay teachers and, 
with the aid of officers in the American 
military government,‘distributing mime- 
ographed hymns and‘tracts. Youth work, 
Sunday-school work, and women’s meet- 
ings have been organized all about the 
island. As a consequence, thirty con- 
gregations are united in one organiza- 
tion, and where there were a few hun- 
dred believers in prewar days, they now 
have become thousands. Toyama esti- 
mates that half of the population are 
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now considering conversion. They need 
Bibles above all. 

The Nicobar Islands in the Indian 
Ocean were taken from the British dur- 
ing the last war, and the Japanese oc- 
cupation was harsh here as elsewhere. 
Christians were tortured and done to 
death, and those who possessed books, 
especially Scripture, were severely pun- 
ished. There is a great demand fo” New 
Testaments in Nicobarese, and the Brit- 
ish Bible Society is printing 5,000. The 
number of Christians is growing rap- 
idly. Inquirers are constantly coming 
for instruction. 

The Batanes is a wind-swept group 
just north of the Philippines to which 
the Association of Baptists for World 
Evangelism is returning. It is so stormy 
that it can be reached during a few 
months only. The people are under 
supervision of Spanish priests; the evan- 
gelical effort is led by Simon Goto, a 
Batanes native trained in the Manila 
Evangelistic Institute. His campaign for 
an evangelical foothold is proving as 
stormy as normal Batanes weather, but 
there are Filipino officials there who 
insist on religious liberty, and the peo- 
ple are interested. 

An Australian mission to Borneo re- 
ports promising beginnings among the 
Kelabits, Kenyans, Dusans, and Kayans, 
and continued advance among the Murut 
tribes of North Borneo. The Christian 
Alliance tells of five hundred baptized 
Christians among the Donggo people in 
the Island of Soembaua, Borneo. 


The pseudoscience concerning alcohol, 
which is abroad in America, finds its 
crown in a press dispatch from Van- 
couver stating that classes on the wis- 
dom of moderation in the use of alcoholic 
beverages will be taught in the British 
Columbia grade and high schools next 
term. This is announced by Gordon 
Wismer, Acting Minister of Education, 
who explains that “as long as the Gov- 
ernment is the selling and controlling 
agency, it will consider itself respon- 
sible for education in its use.” 

This may be a trial balloon for the in- 
troduction of similar arrangemenis in 
the United States. It is in line with a 
statement in Alcohol Hygiene, No. 7, 
by R. V. Seliger, M.D., supposed to be a 
great specialist in this direction, and en- 
titled “Alcohol Does Not Make Alco- 
holics.” “It seems absurd,” he says, “to 
blame (alcohol) for what the organism 
does with it. In our culture we shall 
always have alcohol. The task is how 
to use it intelligently ,and to avoid its 
abuse. Alcoholics are made not by alco- 
hol but by people who use it.” 

Very profound! The forest fire was 
not due to the live cigarette stub but 
to the fact that wood is inflammable. 
On the editorial staff of Alcohol Hygiene 
is Thomas H. Hanley, a DuPont attorney. 
The DuPonts are backing Repeal Asso- 
ciates who would sterilize temperance 
instruction in the common schools, 
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Now for the scientific steam roller 
which flattens out such notions. In the 
Journal of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, 1947, p. 985, one learns that sta- 
tistical studies made by the Actuarial 
Society in America, on over two millicn 
policies, indicate thAt the group of per- 
sons classified as moderate users of alco- 
hol (with a daily consumption of two 
beers or one whisky), who were accepted 
at the standard rates of premium, had 
a mortality fifteen per cent higher than 
the average of all insured (including 
themselves). . 


The editor of Baptist Freedom tells us 
that there should be a more rigid defi- 
nition of a co-operating church (for 
membership in the Northern Baptist 
Convention). He wants “a substantial 
demonstration of loyalty on the part of 
every church before it qualifies to have 
even one delegate” (italics his). 

What does he propose as a test of 
church “loyalty”? Presumably the pro- 
portion of contributions assigned to the 
Convention. 

A better test of loyalty would be that 
of adherence to such New Testament 
teaghing as the virgin* birth of our Lord 
and His bodily resurrection. What would 
be the effect of that test on the stand- 
ing of the editor of Baptist Freedom? 

Anyway, adherence to these two facts 
of Christmas and Easter make a good 
litmus test. as to whether one is, or is 
not, a Christian. To deny them is simply 
Unitarianism. Paul makes salvation de- 
pend on them. If one confesses openly 
that Jesus is Jehovah (with all that that 
implies ‘of divine birth), and believes 
in one’s heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, one has salvation and 
eternal life. Not otherwise. That is 
“the word of faith, which we preach.” 

One of the abler young English theo- 
logians, Prof. Norman Snaith, writing 
on miracles in the Methodist Recorder, 
says: 

“Since it is a fundamental fact from 
which the Christian will not move one 
inch, that Jesus is God living a truly 
humdn life, then all rational arguments 
against both the Virgin Birth and the 
Resurrection fall to the ground. They 
all of them apply only to an ordinary 
human life, and cannot apply to such 
an extraordinary human life as His. 

“He is unique, and since His unique- 
ness is due to the fact that He is the 
eternal God, it is most likely to be evi- 
dent, so far as this world is concerned, 
in His entrance to it and His departure 
from it.” 


Brief Notes 


The Christian Mission to Churchless 
Communities is holding services among 
mulatto folk in South Carolina called 
“brass ankles,” and described as an at- 
tractive people. “Night after night the 
tent was filled, often to overflowing, with 
as many unable to get in. Twenty-two 
confessed Christ during these services.” 











—aeTaOE 


Oo geal 


le 











Lesson for August 29 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (7) 7Q7 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. AUGUST 29. 'ANANIAS, DISCIPLE AT DAMASCUS 


Act 9:1-22; printed text, verses 10-20 
Golden Text.—1 delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.—Psa. 40:8 


Kine JaAMes VERSION 

Acts 9:10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named 
Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he 
said, Behold, I am here, Lord. ‘ 

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street 
which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for 
one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, 
and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many ®f this 
man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind 
all that call on thy name. 


15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen 
vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, 
and the children of Israel: 
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16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for 
my name's sake. 

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and 
putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even 
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath 
sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost. ; 

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been 
scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was bap- 
tized. 

19 Atd when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then 
was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 

20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that 
he is the Son of God. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and usedy by permission. 
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The Lesson ” a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


OW little did Ananias realize the 
H honor that was being conferred 

upon him when he was commis- 
sioned by God to go to Saul of Tarsus, 
instruct and baptize him, and give him 
the right hand of fellowship as he recog- 
nized him as a fellow member in the 
church of God, who was formerly its bit- 
terest persecutor! (Gal. 1:13.) Hesitant 
at first, how must Ananias have rejoiced 
afterward that it was he who was used 
of the Lord to start the great apostle to 
the Gentiles on the new path that God 
had ordained for him to walk in! 

It is an interesting fact that while 
Ananias was a pronounced Christian and 
also well reported of by the Jews in 
Damascus, he was not what would be 
called today a clergyman, but evidently 
just one of the little company of Chris- 
tian Jews for whom Saul had been seek- 
ing in order to compel them to renounce 
Jesus Christ or else be punished as the 
advocates ofa false religion, who, under 
the Law, were condemned to death 
(Deut. 18:20). Yet to him was commit- 
ted the glorious privilege of enlightening 
the erstwhile persecutor, baptizing him, 
and introducing him to the Christian 
company now as a brother in the Lord. 
We can imagine how the heart of Ana- 
nias must have rejoiced in the years that 
followed as he saw and heard the man 
whom he had instructed preaching the 
faith which once he destroyed (Gal, 1: 
23). When the full results of Paul’s min- 
istry are manifested at the judgment seat 
of Christ, who can doubt but that a rich 
reward will be the: portion of Ananias 
of Damascus, his first tutor in the ways 
of the Lord. 


The Historical Setting 


As a result of persecution in Jerusa- 
lem, many of the early church were 
scattered abroad and went everywhere 
proclaiming the Gospel. Some had pen- 
etrated to Damascus and as a result a 
church of Jewish believers had been es- 
tablished there, to which Ananias be- 
longed. On his way to arrest members 
of this group, Saul of Tarsus was con- 
verted and had been stricken blind. He 
had been taken to a house in the city of 
Damascus, where he remained three 
days, fasting and seeking further light. 
Ananias was sent by God to give him 
needed help, and baptized him as a con- 
fessed Christian. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 9:10.—“A certain disciple of Da- 
mascus, named Ananias.” How long this 
man had been converted we are not told, 
but it is evident he was well known, both 
to the followers of Christ and to Jews of 
the old faith, as an ardent disciple of 
the new way. The Lord spoke.to him 
in a vision and there was immediate 
response, 


Verse 11—“Behold, he _  prayeth.” 
Prayer expresses dependence on God. 
He who hears every petition addressed 
to Him had heard the heart-cry of Saul, 
just newly brought to know Jesus as 
Saviour and Lord, and in response to his 
prayer He directed Ananias to the exact 
place where Saul abode. Straight Street 
is still the principal thoroughfare in 
Damascus. 


Verse 12.—“[He] hath seen in a vision 
a man named Ananias coming in... 
that he might receive his sight.” Every- 
thing had been arranged according to 
God’s preappointed plan. Already Saul 
was informed even of the name of the 
one through whom relief and enlighten- 
ment were to come. 


Verse 13.—“I have heard by many of 
this man, and how much evil he hath 
done to thy saints in Jerusalem.” Saul’s 
unholy activities were well known. 
Ananias only uttered what many others 
would have confirmed, and he added 
further information, of which the dis- 
ciples of Christ in Damascus had been 
warned beforehand. 


Verse 14—“Here he hath authority 
... to bind all that call on thy name.” 
It must have seemed strange indeed to 
Ananias, knowing Saul’s mission as he 
did, to be sent to give him his sight. But 
he was to learn how wondrously the 
grace of God had wrought and how mar- 
velous was the change that had taken 
place in the heart of the once proud, 
persecuting Pharisee, to transform him 
into a humble follower of the One whose 
name he had hated and despised. 


Verse 15.—“He is a chosen vessel unto 
me, to bear my name before the Gentiles 
. and the children of Israel.” God, 
who delights to show great grace to 
great sinners, had selected Saul to be 
His messenger to the nations of the 
world, and to their rulers, as also to the 
people of Israel. To Ananias this must 
have come as an amazing revelation of 
the power and love of God. 


Verse 16.—“I will shew him how great 
things he must suffer for my name’s 
sake.” As Saul had made many of God’s 
saints to suffer, he was himself to bear 
the reproach of Christ and to endure 
great persecution, both from Israel and 
the Gentiles, for the sake of Jesus, who 
was now his Lord. He counted this in 
after years as a privilege (Acts 21:31; 
2 Tim 1:11, 12). 


Verse 17.—“Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus . , . hath sent me, that thou 
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” Ananias’ greeting 
of Saul as a brother shows how grace 
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had wrought in his own heart. He had 
come first that Saul’s sight might be re- 
stored, but, second, and of the greatest 
importance, that the new convert might 
be endued with power by the filling of 
the Holy Spirit, the blessing promised 
by the risen Lord to enable His servants 
to bear witness to the Gospel among all 
nations. 


Verse 18.—‘“Immediately there fell 
from his eyes as it had been scales: and 
he ... arose, and was baptized.” In 
answer to the prayer of faith, Paul’s 
blinded eyes were opened and in accord- 
ance with Ananias’ further instruction 
(Acts 22:14-16) he was baptized, thus 
outwardly severing all connection with 
the past and identifying himself def- 
initely with the followers of Jesus. 


Verse 19.—“Then was Saul certain days 
with the disciples which were at Damas- 
cus.” How different was this blessed 
association and fellowship from _ that 
which the little company of disciples had 
looked forward to with uneasiness and 
fear! 


Verse 20.—“Straightway he preached 
Christ . . . that he is the Son of God.” 
According to Galatians 1:17 there was 
a short period of meditation and waiting 
on God in Arabia before this public 
ministry began. But when the new con- 
vert commenced to preach, it was in no 
uncertain way that he proclaimed Jesus 
as the Son of God, the Saviour of both 
Jew and Gentile who believe in Him, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In Ananias we see a fine example of 
a man subject to the will of the Lord, 
and therefore in a condition to be used 
of Him as His messenger to carry the 
liberating Word to another. While we 
do not know of any other special serv- 
ice to which he was called, we cannot 
overestimate the importance of his visit 
to Saul of Tarsus and the manner in 
which he was used of God to start the 
new convert on his great mission as the 
apostle to the Gentiles. Had Ananias 
been unfaithful at the time he was com- 
missioned to go to Saul, God would, no 
doubt, have found someone else, but 
Ananias would have missed the oppor- 
tunity of his life. We may all see in him 
what we ourselves should be: . willing 
instruments in the hand of the Lord. 


Lesson Outline 


1. The mission of Ananias (Acts 9: 10-16) 
2. The mission fulfilled (vs. 17-20) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


A Chosen Vessel.—Paul was chosen by 
the Lord for a special ministry to both 
the nations and to Israel. To him was 
committed the revelation of the great 
mystery of the church as the body of 
Christ, and it was he who unfolded in 
the fullest manner the results of the 
work of the Cross in the complete justi- 
fication, before the throne of God, of all 
who believe in the Lord Jesus. His tes- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. August 22.—Dorcas, a Woman of 
Good Works. Acts 9 :36-42; 


Matthew 25:31-46. (In this order) 


Next Week’s Lesson 
10. September 5.—Aquila and Priscilla. 
Acts 18:1-3, 18-26; Romans 16:3- 
5a; 1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19 








timony was fuller than that of the 
Twelve, but in perfect harmony with it, 


Summaries and Applications 


God always knows just where to find 
the servant suited for some particular 
ministry. 

It means much to be pHable in the 
hand of the Lord, and so to fit 
into the divine plan, however strange 
it may seem to our own way of looking 
at things. 

Ananias thought of Saul of Tarsus as 
he had been until the Lord showed him 
what he was destined to become. 

When he understood the will of God 
regarding Saul, Ananias hastened to act 
according to the instruction received. 


* In this he is an example for every Chris- 


tian. 

We never read in Scripture of any ac- 
tivity on the part of Ananias again. Of 
course, he may have been continually 
in the Lord’s service at Damascus, but 
even if he were never prominent in any 
sphere of ministry, what a reward will 
his be because of the help he was en- 
abled to give to Saul of Tarsus when he 
needed him so greatly. It should teach 
us all the importance of acting imme- 
diately upon the command of the Lord 
when He makes known His will as to any 
sphere of service or gives us an oppor- 
tunity for personal dealing with a soul. 

CHICAGO, 

ye ‘ 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, lil. 
Hs: many men named Ananias appear 
in the New Testament? 
2. How would you compare them? 
3. Does the Lord still appear in visions to 
men? 
4. Did Saul not pray before his conver- 
sion? 
5. What made Ananias hesitate to go to 
Saul? 
6. What is the double significance of the 
phrase, “a chosen vessel’’? 


7. What purpose has the Lord in common 
for all His chosen ones? 


8. What is involved in bearing the name 
of Christ, not only for the apostle, but for 
us also? 


9. Why was the human ministry necessary 
in a conversion that began independent of 
human instrumentality? 


10. How do you account for Saul’s imme- 
diate ability to preach effectively? 


(Answers on page 714) 
w 
Please pray for the contributers and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty God, our Heavenly Father, whose 
strength has ever supported Thy serv- 
ants, we praise Thee for daily strength 
for our daily task, and for Thy kind pro- 
vision for all our need. Bless our study 
of thy Word today. May we learn to 
march up to hard tasks Thou dost set 
before us, and do them for Thee as An- 
anias did. May we learn to show the 
loving and bratherly spirit he showed. 
Where want and trouble exist, give re- 
lief, comfort, guidance, and strength, O 
Lord. Show us how we may be channels 
of Thy help to those in need. Purify us, 
our homes, our community, and our land 
from all that displeases Thee. Kindle 
a glowing love for Christ and for souls 
in our hearts. Help us ever to put Thee 
and Thy cause before our own concerns 
and comfort. Bring to nought the de- 
vices of the evil,.bless all who labor to 
do right and serve the need of our time. 
Spread to all people the Gospel that has 
so blessed us, and may Thy Kingdom 
come. Pardon us, guard us, and use us 
for Thy glory, in Christ’s name. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Did you ever have 
to do something you were afraid to do? 
Then you know how Ananias felt when 
told to call on the newly converted Saul. 
It is easy to sing: “Who shall dream of 
shrinking, by our Captain led?” But 
who does not shrink sometimes from 
things he knows to be his Christian duty? 
Ananias did. He said, “Why, Lord, this 


GOD 


is the man who has done so much harm 
to Christians in Jerusalem, and he comes 
here to arrest all who believe on Thee!” 
But the Lord said, “Go ahead, Ananias,” 
and Ananias went ahead with a job he 
feared t do. 

I like that about Ananias, don’t you? 
Faced with a hard thing to do for Christ, 
a thing “rom which he shrank, he yet 
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‘marched straight up to it and carried 


it through. And, of course, he found 
there was nothing to fear after all. So 
often our fears are groundless. Christ 
had gone before Ananias and made a 
new man of Saul of Tarsus. No longer 
was he the church’s greatest enemy. He 
was turned into becoming its greatest 
helper. Always when God asks us to do 
something hard for Him, He goes before 
and prepares the way. If we just march 
right up to the hard thing and do it, ‘we 
find there is no need to fear at all. 

If you want the secret of Ananias it 
is in the Golden Text. He loved his 


Lord so much, he delighted to do what 
He asked, delighted to do His will. And 
when we remember that Christ took the 
hard way for us, we, too, love to please 
Him and are willing to do hard things 
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Lesson for August 29 


for Him. And as often as we do, He is 
pleased, others are blessed, and we re- 
joice. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And there was a certain disciple at 
Damascus, named Ananias” (Acts 9:10). 
—A -very profitable lesson is learned 
from the significance of Bible names. 
Damascus means “the seeker of blood” 
and Ananias signifies “Jehovah has 
shown grace.” 


When the Lord desired a man to send 
to Saul, the bi‘‘er persecutor of His 
people who had been converted on his 
way to Damascus to seek the blood of 
Christians, He did not select a Cephas, 
whose name means “a stone,” nor did 
He choose one of the sons of Boanerges, 
sons of thunder, but He picked a disciple 
—a simple layman, as he would be called 
in the religious world today — whose 
name tells the story of His grace in a 
place where*his blood had been sought. 
(Ananias was one whom Saul would 
have apprehended, had he not been 
stopped supernaturally.) Saul was to 
become the greatest example and expo- 
nent of God’s grace (1 Tim, 1:12-17), 
hence it was most appropriate that at 
the very beginning of his Christian life, 
Ananias should be sent to him. Saul 
would know the significance of the name, 
“Jehovah has shown grace,” and would 
be able to say, “The grace of God is the 
only possible explanation of my conver- 
sion!” (1 Cor. 15:10.) The “God of all 
grace” by “the spirit of grace,” and “the 
word of his grace” saves sinners today. 


Dr. James Caughey tells of a minister 
who lay dying in Scotland. A brother 
minister called to see him and inquired, 
“Well, my brother, what are you doing?” 
“Doing?” answered the dying servant of 
God. “Doing? I will tell ycu: I am 
gathering together all my prayers and 
sermons, all my good deeds and bad 
deeds, and am going to throw them all 
overboard together, and swim to Glory 
on the plank of free grace!” 


“Would you be my loyal subject if 
I should exercise grace instead of justice 
and forgive your crime?” said Queen 
Elizabeth to her would-be assassin? 
“That, madam, would be no grace at all, 
to found your grace on the condition of 
my merit.” “Then I pardon you un- 
conditionally,” said the Queen. “That,” 
replied the proud and thankful French 
woman as she clasped the Queen’s feet, 
“That is queenly grace, and now I am 
your slave for life.” 


“And the Lord said unto him, Arise, 
and go into the street which is called 
Straight” (Acts 9:11).—One of the special 
enjoyments of my visits to Palestine was 
to charter a car and travel over the road 
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from Jerusalem to Damascus and think 
of Saul passing through the experiences 
recorded in Acts 9, then to walk from 
end to end of the strect called Straight, 
thinking of Ananias obediently carrying 
out the Lord’s command even though he 
was so frightened of Saul at first. 

Straight Street stretches from the 
western to the eastern gate. Somewhere 
along that street lived Judas, doubtless 
a friend of the chief priest who gave 
Saul authority to maltreat all between 
Jerusalem and Damascus who called on 
the name of the Lord. One wonders 
whether or not Judas profited eternally 
from the experiences of Saul in his 
house! 

Into that house goes Ananias with the 
God-given knowledge that Saul was now 
a praying, not a persecuting man; and 
that Saul was expecting him. How thor- 
oughly the Lord removed the fears enter- 
tained by Ananias. How constantly He 
whispers, “Fear not,” to His children to- 
day when He sends them on what can 
naturally be considered dangerous mis- 
sions! 

“Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus 
-g + Sent me, that thou mightest receive 
thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost” (Acts 9:17).—Ananias was not a 
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believer in the “universal Fatherhood of 
God, and brotherhood of man” for it was 
not until the Lord satisfied him that he 
was a “chosen vessel” that he acknowl- 
edged relationship and said, “Brother 
Saul.” He evidently knew the history 
of his people sufficiently to know that 
King Ahab plunged himself into ex- 
tremely serious trouble for calling 
wicked Benhadad his “brother” (1 Kings 
20). ‘ 

Ananias believed in the essential deity 
and lordship of Jesus, for he said: “the 
Lord, even Jesus ,.. sent me.” What a 
rebuke these words are to every Mod- 
ernist who professes to be a minister of 
the Gospel, yet will not say, “The Lord, 
even Jesus ... sent me!” 

“And immediately ... he received 
sight forthwith, and arose, and was bap- 
tized” (Acts 9:18).—What a spectacle is 
this! Saul, the erstwhile proud Pharisee 
and’ inveterate hater of Jesus, now bow- 
ing to Him as Lord and receiving sight 
and being baptized! His baptism not 
only signified his complete cutting off 
from the old order which was so delight- 
ful and honorable in his estimation, but 
also his identification with Christ in the 
likeness of His death. By this act the 
world would say: “He burned his 


God's Minute Man 
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bridges behind him”; “He crossed his 
Rubicon”; “His die was cast!” 


“And straightway he preached Christ 
in the synagogues, that he is the Son of 
God” (Acts 9:20).—Oh, the advantage of 
a clean break with the past, and an open 
confession of Christ! Great suffering is 
in store for him, but what he afterwards 
speaks of as “the excellency of the 


’ knowledge of Christ Jesus gy Lord,” is 


worth it. . 

W. R, Newell tells of the conversion of 
a woman member of the Godless Society 
in Northern Siberia. After boldly testi- 
fying at a meeting of the Godless, she 
was seized, led away, and beaten and im- 
prisoned. When asked by a Christian 
if,she were not sorry for thus testifying, 
she firmly responded: “No, if they 
would free me, I would go again and tell 
my comrades about the marvelous love 
of Christ! I am very glad that the Lord 
loves me so much and counts me worthy 
to suffer for Him!” 


Wawona, CALir, 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months jn advance of the lesson, and .should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Small Enough To Be Used.—I delight 
to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law 
is within my heart (Psa. 40:8, Golden 
Text). “What God wants,” says H. W. 
Webb-Peploe, “is men great enough to 
be small enough to be used.”—Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
Prize illustration, 


All for Jesus.—Behold, I am here, Lord 
(Acts 9:10). In a government school in 
South Africa, the teacher quoted: 

Room for pleasure, room for business, 

But for Christ the crucified, 

Not a place where He can enter 

In the heart for which He died. 
Then, addressing the pupils, the teacher 
said: “I hope you have a little room for 
the Lord Jesus. You have room for 
pleasure, and room and time to come to 
school, but I hope you have a little room 
for Jesus!” One boy stood up, looking 
somewhat indignant about a little room, 
and said, “I’m all for the Lord Jesus,” 
and his face beamed with light—From 
Tom M, Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times, Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Power in Prayer Recognized.—Behold, 
he prayeth (Acts 9:11). A woman came 
to a missionary at Bangalore, India, ask- 
ing him to interfere and prevent a cer- 
tain native Christian from praying for 
her any more. When asked how she 
knew that the Christian was praying for 


PS 






THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


her, she replied: “I used to perform my 
worship to the idols quite comfortably, 
but for some time past I have not been 
able to do so. Besides, he told me at the 
time that he was praying for my family, 
and now my son and two daughters have 
become Christians, too. He is always 
bringing things to pass with his prayers. 
Somebody must make him stop.”—From 
the Gospel Herald. Sent by Helen Pal- 
mer, Wooster, Ohio. 


“But Not ’bedient.”"—The Lord said 
unto him, Go thy way. ... And Ananias 
went his way (Acts 9:15, 17). Do not 
be like the little girl, kneeling at her 
mother’s knees and praying: “Lord 
Jesus, make me a good girl, but not 
*bedient.” The mother asked, “Darling, 
why did you add, ‘but not obedient’?” 
“Well, Mummy,” said she, “I want to be 
a good girl, but when I am playing with 
my dollies, and you call me, I don’t want 
to come!”—From Dr. A. E. Richardson, 
in “Keswick Convention, 1934.” Sent by 
E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Letting the Volunteers Pass.—Go thy 
way. ... And Ananias went his way 
(Acts 9:15, 17). A general asked a cem 
tain soldier standing in the front rank: 
“Meier, what. would you do if during a 
war yonder bridge would have to be 
taken, though it lie under the mouth of 
the enemy’s cannon and, as only a few 
soldiers could advance at the same time, 
the order would be given: ‘Volunteers 
to the front!’” “I would quickly jump 
to one side to let the volunteers pass,” 
he answered. How many of us have 
acted so when a piece of work requir- 
ing sacrifice was expected of God’s chil- 
dren?—From the Expositor. Sent by M. 
H, James, Toronto, Can. 


A Jewish Family Converted.—And im- 
mediately there fell from his eyes as it 
had been scales: and he... arose, and 
was baptized (Acts 9:18). Gradually 
the truth touched Isaac Saphir’s heart, 
in Austria about the middle of the past 
century, and he recognized in Jesus of 
Nazareth the Messiah foretold by the 
prophets. His little son Adolph, with an 
intellect always keen, became convinced 
at the same time, both being reticent on 
the subject. The silent influences were 
brought to light one day when Adolph 
requested his father to allow him to ask 
the blessing at breakfast. Permission be- 
ing given, he poured out a short, earnest 
prayer in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The consternation in the fam- 
ily, and shortly thereafter in the Jewish 
quarter where they lived, was great. It 
was soon reported by the Jews that the 
Holy Ghost had fallen on Saphir’s son, 
and that he expounded the Scripture as 


they had never heard it expounded. Dr.. 


Smith writes concerning the baptism of 
the Saphir family: “At his baptism the 
father delivered an address powerfully 
conceived and expressed, in which he 
gave solemn testimony to the truth of 
the Gospel and to the experience of it 


-need it the same as hiding it? 
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in his own soul. Pointing to his wife 
and children as they stood around him, 
he declared the Spirit of God and the 
truth of God to have been the means of 
their spiritual transformation. To hear 
of an inward struggle between grace and 
sin, issuing in a new birth of the soul, 
and that this, not a mere change of opin- 
ion and outward profession, was a true 
conversion from Judaism to Christianity, 
was something for which the crowded 
assembly of Jews and Gentiles were 
quite unprepared. Many were moved to 
tears, and not a few led to inquire after 
the way of salvation.”—From the IIlus- 
trator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


Hiding the Book.—Straightway he 
preached Christ (Acts 9:20). A colpor- 
teur in North India told the Christmas 
story, and then read it from the Scrip- 
tures. One asked, “How long has it been 
since God’s Son was born into the 
world?” “About two thousand years,” 
the missionary made reply. “Then,” asked 
the villager, “who has been hiding this 
Book all this time?” Aye, that is it— 
hiding the Book. For, after all, is not 
our keeping the Book from those who 
What 
guilt!—From Christian Digest. Sent by 
Harold Shelly, Quakertown, Pa, 


% 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, coming into our gallery 

of the “near greats” we have this 
morning one Ananias, a citizen of Da- 
mascus. Like some of the others we 
have had in this quarter’s lessons, 
namely, Micaiah, Bezeleel, Baruch, and 
Ebed-melech, Ananias just. pops into the 
record, does his stunt and. pops out, and 
you never hear any more of him. But 
he brings us a sweet and comforting les- 
son, and while he was in the game he 
batted 1,000. I notice the sport writers 
have recently begun to, speak of some 
baseball pitchers as “fire-fighters.” When 
the oprosing team has a rally of base 
hits and begins to pile up the score, the 
manager of the losing team wants to 
“put out the fire,” so he sends in a new 
pitcher to stop the rally. He has been 
holding that pitcher in reserve for just 
such an emergency. The crowd had not 
seen him while he sat on the bench in 
the dugout awaiting his call, but the 
manager knew he was there, and when 
he came to the mound and began to cut 
those batters down in one-two-three 
order, then the crowd knew he was there 
and cheered. 


Saul of Tarsus, though perhaps little 
knowing it, was entering upon the great- 
est career of any mere human, and was 
meeting his first great crisis. Persecuting 
and putting to death the Christians, he 
was met in the way by the Lord Jesus 
whom he was fighting, and, overpowered 
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by the blinding light and the presence of 
Christ, he fell down before Him and sur- 
rendered his life for service. But when 
he arose he was blind, and had to be 
led into the city of Damascus by the 
hand. There he sat in a house on Straight 
Street, just waiting, not knowing what 
next, except that the Lord had told him 
he would be instructed what to do. But 
he was blind. It must have been very 
discouraging. It would be hard to im- 
agine anything more confusing and baf- 
fling under the circumstances. 

But the “Manager” knew whom He had 
waiting in the “dugout” ready for serv- 
ice: “a certain disciple ... named Ana- 
nias; and to him said the Lord... , Ana- 
nias. And he said, Behold, I am here, 
Lord.” Two clear facts we know about 
Ananias: (1) He was ready for service 
at the Lord’s call — “Behold, I am here, 
Lord!” (2) He was zealous for the Chris- 
tian faith, and he was deeply concerned 
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about the way in which Saul of Tarsus 
was persecuting the Christians. He did 
not hesitate to question the Lord about 
it; but when the Lord told him that Saul 
had been chosen by Him for a great 
service, Ananias promptly went out up- 
on his assignment. Saul never forgot 
what Ananias told him on that visit, 
after he had opened his eyes, and years 
afterward he repeated the words of Ana- 
nias: “Brother Saul , . . the God of our 
fathers hath chosen thee, that thou 
shouldest know his will, and see that 
Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of 
his mouth. For thou shalt be his witness 
unto all men of what thou hast seen and 
heard. And now why tarriest thou? 
arise, and be baptized, and wash away 
thy sins, calling on the name of the 
Lord” (Acts 22:13-16). 

It must be a great satisfaction to Ana- 
nias, fellows, as he now dwells in the 
presence of his glorified Lord, to know 
that he could be used in so important a 
role. Kings and princes might have cov- 
eted such an honor. There is nothing in 
the record to indicate that Ananias was 
talented, or wealthy, or prominent; only 
that he was respected in Damascus as a 
consistent Christian. But the Lord select- 
ed him to be a vital link in the occasion 
which launched the great Apostle Paul 
upon his unparalleled career. 

Does this mean anything to you, fel- 
lows? It can mean a lot. Comparatively 
few of you will ever reach the’ Hall of 
Fame. But each one of you can have the 
satisfaction of being a faithful and con- 
sistent servant of the Lord Jesus Christ; 


the kind of servant that regards any. 


service for the Master as worthy of his 
very best; the kind of servant who is 
willing to undertake a small task and do 
it in a big way. Our Lord said, “He that 
is faithful in that which is least is faith- 
ful also in much” (Luke 16:10). And 
who knows but you, too, some day may 
be called out on a big job. Whether it 
be that or not, you will have the abiding 
satisfaction of knowing that always you 
are ready to say with a clear conscience, 
“Behold, I am here, Lord!” 
Aucusta, GA, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
FAITHFUL TO Gop’s COMMISSION 


HERE are only two main characters 

in our lesson today: Saul of Tarsus, 
better known as Paul, and Ananias. Do 
not confuse this Ananias with the one 
who told a lie. He was dead and buried 
years before. Ananias of Damascus is 
another of those followers of the Lord 
Jesus of whom we get only one glimpse, 
but that one glimpse tells a great deal 
about him. 

In this lesson Saul of Tarsus is an 
illustration of what is meant by conver- 
sion, and Ananias of what is meant by 
consecration. Needless to say, later on 
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Paul himself is a fine example of com- 
plete consecration to Christ. 

Now let us read Acts 9:1-4. Here Saul 
of Tarsus is introduced to us a fierce 
persecutor of all Christians. We meet 
him starting out on a journey from Jer- 
usalem to Damascus. Why was he go- 
ing? What happened as he journeyed? 
What effect did the light have upon him? 
What did the voice say? 

There is something here for us to 
notice. In verses 1 and 2, whom does it 
say Saul was persecuting? Does the 
Lord say to him, “Why persecutest thou 
my disciples?” What does he say? Of 
what Bible verse does this remind you? 
(Our Golden Text last week, Matt. 25: 
40.) Of what Bible story? (The one we 
had last Sunday about Dorcas.) When 
Dorcas was working for the poor widows, 
the Lord counted her service as done 
to Himself. When Saul was persecuting 
the Christians, the Lord counted that as 
done to Himself, 

Read verse 5 and you will see the same 
thing again: “I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest.” 

What did Saul ask in verse 6? 
was the Lord’s answer? 

What was the effect of Saul’s vision on 
the men that were with him? What was 
the effect on him? 

Saul was on the road to hell but he 
did not have the slightest idea of it. 
Were any of you ever like that? He 
thought he was a fine earnest young man 
anxious to preserve the religion ef his 
fathers. Suddenly a ray of Heaven’s 
light entered his soul and he saw him- 
self as he was in God’s sight, a wicked 
rebel against the King of kings. Saul 
was without his physical sight, and 
neither ate nor drank for three days. 

Now we must stop and look at Ana- 
nias, the other main character of our 
story. How much can we learn about 
him from verse 10? (He was a disciple, 
ie., a follower of Jesus. He lived at 
Damascus. His ears were tuned to the 
Lord’s voice. He answered immediately. 
He was ready for the Lord’s commis- 
sion.) 

Read verse 11. Look at Ananias. He 
is ready and glad to serve the Lord, But 
insteady of an ordinary piece of work, it 
seems as if the Lord is asking him to 
walk straight to his death, He knows 
Saul of Tarsus has come to Damascus for 
the express purpose of capturing all the 
Christians he can find and taking them 
back to Jerusalem to be killed. It would 
seem a very good time for Ananias to 
make himself as inconspicuous as pos- 
sible. Instead of that, the Lord tells him 
to go to the house where Saul is staying 
to inquire for him. What would you 
have done in such a case? Supposing 
the Lord told you to go to Moscow to 
interview Stalin about his soul, would 
you like to go? I think Ananias had‘ as 
severe a test as Jonah. What did Jonah 
do when the Lord sent him to preach 
to Nineveh? But Ananias did not try 


What 
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... Sharp AX 


once conquered America 


The America of huge forests went 
down before the ax of the early 
settler—But it took a sharp ax! 

The gospel witness in heathen 
lands faces a dark jungle .. . ig- 
norance .. . superstition . . . fears. 
It takes a sharp ax to cut through 
the deep growth. 

What the whetstone is to the 
ax, the Bible School is to the gos- 
pel worker. The Alliance main- 
tains Bible Schools on its twenty 
mission fields. 

There native preachers... Bible 
Women . . . pastors are trained — 
sharpened —to the peak of effi- 
ciency. We invite your prayerful 
interest. 

Write for free booklet 
"Schooled for His Service” 


The Christian and Missionary 


ALLIANCE 


Dept. $, 260 WEST 44TH ST., NEW YORK 18 
In Canada: 145 EVELYN AVE., TORONTO 9 
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to run away. He did the very best thing 
possible. He told the Lord the whole 
situation. Learn to do that, girls. If 
something comes up that troubles you, 
tell the whole story to the Lord. 

What did the Lord answer Ananias in 
verses 15 and 16? Notice the Lord did 
not promise protection to Ananias. Hav- 
ing a part in Saul’s conversion might 
prove a dangerous thing for him, but he 
showed no more hesitation. He told the 
whole situation to the Lord, and the an- 
swer was, “Go thy way,” so he obeyed 
immediately. 

What was the very first word Ananias 
said to Saul? He had heard that Saul 
had come to Damascus to persecute the 
Christians. He had not heard of any 
change in him from anyone but the Lord, 
but that was sufficient for him. He had 
the word of the Lord that Saul was to 
be His follower, so Ananias addressed 
him as “Brother.” 

Read verses 18 and 19. It would seem 
as if Saul was baptized even before he 
broke his fast of three days. How tre- 
mendously in earnest he was! Now see 
verses 20 to 22. How completely the 
current of his life is changed! Before, 
he was against the very name of Jesus, 
now he is preaching to all that Jesus is 
the Christ of God. That is conversion 
—a complete turning around, 

Every one who has been saved has also 
been converted. Before you were saved, 
you were on Satan’s side, headed toward 
hell. Now you have been placed on the 
Lord’s side, with your face toward 
Heaven. What caused the change? You 
did not have a vision like Saul of Tar- 
sus, but one day God’s light entered your 
soul and you saw a little of your own 
sinfulness. Then you called on the Lord 
who died for you, and He saved you. 
That made you a converted person. 
Every converted person should be con- 
secrated to the Lord as Ananias was. 

The Lord Jesus loved us and gave 
Himself for us (Gal. 2:20). The only 
reasonable thing for us to do is to give 
ourselves to Him (Rom, 12:1). If we 
yield ourselves wholly to the Lord we 
will be able to say the Golden Text from 
our hearts, “I delight to do thy will, O 
my God: yea, thy law is within my 
heart” (Psa. 40:8). 

Joy, wonderful joy, 

The all-abounding joy, 

The joy to live the Saviour can give 

That nothing can destroy. 

Joy, wonderful joy, 

The ail-abounding joy, 

To will to do what God wills you to 

Is joy, joy, joy. ; 
FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The path of faith may be called a 
simple path; but it is not, by any means, 
an easy path. Many choose it for its 
pleasantness, and then give it up be- 
cause of its ruggedness. But the true 
child of faith treads the path of faith 
simply because it is God’s path—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Ananias the Friend (Acts 9:10-20) 


LIPS with the names of people used 

previously may again be passed out, 
and the added names of Andrew, Baruch, 
Dorcas, Ebed-melech, Jeremiah, Peter. 
(If you do.not wish to take time to re- 
view all on any one Sunday, the pile 
might be divided, and the others used 
the following Sunday. Or take just 
enough to go around the class once.) 
Saving the Dorcas slip for herself the 
teacher may begin, “My name begins 
with D. What do you think I did?” One 
pupil might answer, “I think you were 
put in a den of lions.” Teacher, “No; I 
am not Daniel.” Another might guess, 
“You sewed for the poor.” Teacher, 
“Yes, I am Dorcas.” ° 

Write on the blackboard or on a poster 
the Memory Verse: “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy .heart,... 
and thy neighbour as thyself” (Luke 10: 
27). Why do we love the Lord? How 
did you show your love to Him this 
week? Have you brought more fish to- 
day? (I would suggest keeping up the 
fish incentive at least until the end of 
this quarter, as the opening of school 
will bring more possibilities.) Have you 
done something kind to another as doing 
it for the Lord, like Dorcas? 

We have had several stories about 
people loving others as much as them- 
selves. There is one about a girl, and 
one about boys. (Ruth and Naomi, Jon- 
athan and David.) Then there were: a 
colored man with a rope (Ebed-melech), 
a lady with a needle (Dorcas), and a 
man with a pen (Baruch). Today we 
hear of another good neighbor —a good 
neighbor to his enemy! 

The Lord does strange things! Saul 
was set on killing off all the Christians 
because he did not believe that#Jesus 
was the Son of God, and so he thought 
the Christians were all wrong. Saul had 
come to a certain city to take Ananias 
and other Christians prisoner and carry 
them back to Jerusalem to be put to 
death. In a vision—do you remember 
what a vision is? Zechariah had some — 
God spoke to Ananias the Christian and 
told him to go call on Saul. What! go 
call on that man who wanted to kill him! 
I think we had better read the story just 
as it is written in the Bible — Larry, read 
the Lord’s words; and Richard, Ananias’ 
words (Acts 9:10-16). Who knows what 
had happened to make Saul blind? Did 
Ananias dare go and be a friend to his 
enemy? (v. 17.) What did he call Saul? 
Yes, “Brother.” How the knowledge that 
an old enemy was now his friend must 
have helped Saul to become a brave 
Christian and to Zo right out to preach 
to those who did not believe! 

Do you know, the Lord is still looking 
for hearts to change like Saul? (Draw 


a large heart on the blackboard. Write 

















*Lesson for August 29 


in it hate, murder, unbelief.) These 
were three of the sins God saw in Saul. 
I wonder what He sees in our hearts. 
(Draw another heart. In it write lies, 
swearing, unbelief, foolishness.) Do you 
know what happened to Saul’s sins? God 
put them on Jesus on the cross. (Draw 
across; write Saul’s sins across it.) 
Jesus died for him. And when Saul be- 
lieved in the Lord Jesus, God took the 
sins all out of his heart. (Erase them.) 
God put your sins on the Lord on the 
cross, too. (Write them across it.) But 
God does not take them out of your heart 
unless you believe in the Lord Jesus and 
ask Him to take them away. Wou!d you 
like to ask Him now? (Prayer. Erase 
the sins from the heart.) Now will you 
go out and tell others what you know 
about the Lord Jesus, as Saul did? 

We have some new Christians right 
here in our class today. Are you boys 
and girls who have been Christians for 
a longer time going to be their friends, 
and really help them, as Ananias helped 
Saul? School is beginning soon. Will 
you take them into your group and help 
them get acquainted with other Chris- 
tians, help them go to good places and 
keep away from bad, help them do good 
things and not bad things? 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Friend to Paul (Acts 9:10-18) 


OR this lesson have a figure in Orien- 

tal dress for Ananias. We know noth- 
ing more about him than is told us in 
this lesson and in Acts 22, when Paul 
tells about him, but we know he was a 
disciple, and one that God could depend 
on, for he sent him to Saul of Tarsus 
after he had been blinded on the Damas- 
cus road. So we know him as a friend 
to Paul. 

He was a brave man. He knew what 
Paul had been doing in Jerusalem, per- 
secuting the Christians, but when God 
told him He had chosen Paul to carry 
the Gospel to the Gentiles, Ananias made 
no more talk, but went to him immedi- 
ately, as God had told him. 

This also took faith in God. He 
stopped worrying about whether Paul 
was really converted or whether this was 
just a way to hunt out more Christians, 
and beliéved what God told him. 

We never hear of Ananias preaching 
a sermon. He may have, but it is not 
teld us. He was an unknown disciple, 
but a faithful one. That ought to give 
each one of us courage. We can’t all be 
great preachers or singers, or lead Youth 
for Christ meetings, but we can all be 
faithful witnesses where we live, in our 
own homes and among our playmates. 
Perhaps we may win somebody to the 
Lord who will be a great preacher. An- 
anias went to see Paul when he was 
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blind, and through God’s power he re- 
stored his sight. He remained humble 
and unknown, but Paul became the 
greatest Christian on record. 

Many times some unknown Christian 
has been a faithful witness and led some 
person to believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that one has become a great 
preacher. A Sunday school teacher gave 
the Gospel to Dwight L. Moody, and he 
became one of the greatest preachers of 
the Gospel in the last century. A 
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Students, Women’s Bible Institute, Pyengyang, Korea. At 
right, the street called Straight, Damascus, Syria, looking 


toward St. Paul’s gate. 


Miss Ahn E. Sook, 
Korean near ~- martyr 
because she would 
not bow before the 
State Shinto Shrines. 







“Chey Loued Not Cheir Lives -” 


Condensed from “BIBLICAL MISSIONS” 


At the time of the Japanese per- 
secutions, one of the most faithful of 
those devoted,Korean martyrs who 
gave their lives rather than deny 
Christ at the State Shinto Shrines 
was Choi Pong Suk (Choi Moksa, 
Pastor Choi), “of whom the world 
was not worthy.” 


A missionary friend writes of 
him: “On my way up town in 
Pyengyang, Korea, one forenoon, I 
heard someone singing with a pow- 
erful voice, “Nal sa-rang ha sim’ 
(Jesus loves me). A few moments 
of silence. Then a huge shout, “Yay 
Soo!” (Jesus)! 


“Soon afterward he came into 
view—a man of seventy, with very 
severe, wrinkled face. He was walk- 


Rev. 12:11. 


ing right down the middle of the 
wide city street, Bible under arm. 
He gave out tracts to curious people, 
and quoted John 3:16 to them. Then 
he sang: ‘Jesus loves me.’ As I ap- 
proached, his sternness vanished in 
an astonishing way. He bowed ta 
me politely, and gave me the sweet- 
est smile, such as only a godly saint can 
give. I was astonished at its pure beauty, 
and the clear, reassuring expression. y 
heart went out- to him, and I loved him, 
then and there.*’ 


Later feeling that his arrest by 


Japanese police was near, he travelled 
en foot, warning the people against the 
wicked idolatry of Shintoism. His own fam- 
ily did not know his whereabouts. But even 
as the police hounded him over the province, 
e won seventy new believers to Christ. 
Eventually arrested and cruelly mistreated, 
he died four years later in prison. That 
strong voice, silenced in death, will again 
shout ‘“Yay-Soo!*’ on the resurrection morning. 


In these end-times of apostasy and spiritual declension, the Board 
holds aloft a faithful testimony to the integrity of the holy Scrip- 


tures. 


Will you fellowship with us as the Lord may lead? For full 


information address the General Secretary. 
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T. Independent Board 


151-T Maplewood Avenue * ; 










for PRESBYTERIAN 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Philadelphia 44, Pa., U.S.A. 
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“My Poor Innocent 
Little Worm” 


‘‘When I look upon my two and 
one-half year old little grandson, 
who is wasting away without proper 
food and care, my heart is break- 
ing. In the name of our Lord, 
help us, if it is only with some food 
for our poor little innocent ‘worm.,’’’ 


The Lord has burdened us for 
countless numbers of Such poor lit- 
tle innocent ‘‘worms,’’ and their 
helpless fathers and mothers and 
loved ones who can only be broken- 
hearted, seeing the misery of little 
ones. 


The ministry of THE FRIENDS 
OF ISRAEL MISSIONARY 
AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC., 
has saved many from a cruel lin- 
gering death of starvation and sick- 
ness, and has brought to many the 
hope and faith which only the love 
of Christ can bring to smitten men, 


Would you like to share with us 
in this labor of love? Would you 
like to know the joy of giving in 
His name and for His sake? 


We invite you to a fellowship of 
prayer, sacrifice, and service, 


of Israel in every part of the world. 


$10.00 will provide a very substantial 
life-saving food parcel. 
15.00 will take care of a child for 
one month. 
’ 50.00 will help support a missionary 
for one month. 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Joseph M. Steele, President 


Or. Joseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victer Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 


Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. P. 8S. DOBSON, M.A., D.D. 


Principal, Alma College, St. Themas, 
Ontario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to all 
contributors and also on request. 





among the lost sheep of the house - 
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preacher faithfully gave the way of sal- 
vation to a handful of people on a rainy 
Sunday night, and one boy accepted 
Christ. Perhaps the man was discour- 
aged, but the boy, Charles Spurgeon, be- 
came London’s great preacher, 

Did you know that part of the reward 
for the souls Dwight L. Moody won will 
go to that person who led him to Christ? 
Part of the reward for the souls won in 
Spurgeon’s long ministry will go to that 
almost unknown preacher who preached 
faithfully on a rainy Sunday night. 

We should have a crown on our board 
today too, for there is a crown promised 
for faithful preaching and teaching, a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
Daniel tells us that they that turn many 
to righteousness shall shine as the stars 
forever and ever. 

You don’t need to wait until you grow 
up to begin being a faithful witness for 
Christ. Do you know that little Ethio- 
pian children died rather than deny the 
Lord during the time Italy ruled Ethio- 
pia? They were faithful witnesses, faith- 
ful unto death. 

We don’t know what happened to An- 
anias, but he may have died for the Lord, 
as the apostles and hundreds of early 
Christians did. We may be very sure 
that Ananias was a faithful witness, even 
unto death. 

Only one thing can make us faithful, 
and that is the Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
and He comes in when we believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and open our hearts 
to Him. There are many people today 
who say they believe in Jesus Christ who 
really mean they believe about Him, 
they believe He lived and died in Jeru- 
salem, and is the Saviour, but they do 
not believe with their heart unto salva- 
tion. You must believe with all your 
heart and make Christ your Lord and 
Saviour. Then the Holy Spirit will dwell 
in your heart and make you faithful, 
willing to live for Christ and die for 
Him, if necessary. Then you will be will- 
ing to go anywhere He s@nds you, and 
preach His Gospel anywhere in all the 
world. 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The qvestions are on page 708) 


1. Three. The husband of Sapphira (Acts 
5:1-10); the high priest who pressed for 
Paul's judgment (Acts 23:1-5; 24:1); and the 
disciple in our lesson. 

2. The first was a false believer, the sec- 
ond an unbeliever, the third a true believer. 

3. We have no right to deny it, but our 
possession of the entire Scriptures, and cen- 
turies of experience of God's ways with the 
church, render visions less necessary than 
in the beginning. 

4. Yes, after the manner of Luke 18:11, 
12. Now he was praying after the manner 
of Luke 18:13. 

5. He knew that he himself was marked 
for arrest under Saul’s warrant (Acts 9:2). 


6. Sovereign grace and sovereign purpose. 


7. That they should bear His name. 
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Whether or not in preaching, we are ex- 
pected to do so in personal life and testi- 
mony. 


8. Suffering (v. 16; Phil. 1:29). 


9. Divine sovereignty always takes the in- 
itiative in salvation, but the human min- 
istry is part of God's method. The new 
convert had to realize his oneness with 
those he had persecuted. 


10. With physical sight he received also 
spiritual sight, being filled with the Holy 
Spirit (v. 17). 
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“Put No Fire Under” 


(Continued from second page) 


sonal and church problems in the face, 
and when we have counted them all 
until they seem mountains high, we 
would then exclaim, “The God that an- 
swereth by fire, let him be God”; but, 
“Put no fire under.” 

What a contrast between the unhal- 
lowed yells and fanaticism of the Baal 
prophets and the calm, dignified rever- 
ence of Elijah! How far removed was 
the prophet’s petition from any attempt 
to induce or persuade God by fleshly 
striving! Before that vast assembly of 
spent and exhausted Baalites and hesi- 
tating Israelites, Elijah pours out his 
heart in simple prayer: “Lord God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
known this day that thou art God in 
Israel, and that I am thy servant, and 
that I have done all these things at thy 
word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that 
this people may know that thou art the 
Lord God, and that thou hast turned 
their heart back again.” 

Between man’s utter impotence and 
God's almighty power stands one pray- 
ing man, in contrast with four hundred 
and fifty “tearing the skies for an an- 
swer.” That God waits only until the 
conditions according to His divine pur- 
pose are met is seen in this, that Elijah’s 
prayer is no sooner concluded than God’s 
answer came. “Then the fire of the Lord 
fell and’ consumed the burnt-sacrifice, 
and the wood, and the stones, and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was 
in the trench.” 


On THEIR Faces Berore Gop 


What the world needs to see, and what 
Christians with divided hearts need to 
believe is that God is still on the throne, 
and still saying, “If my people, which 
are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from heaven, and will for- 
give their sin, and will heal their land” 
(2 Chron, 7:14). 


THE PURPOSE OF THE CONTEST - ACHIEVED 

Between the false religion of Baalim 
and the true worship of Jehovah stood 
a hesitating, undecided multitude; even 
as today, between unsausfying substi- 
tutes and the realities in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, between man’s impotence and 
God’s omnipotence stands a host of men 
and women with serious questions in 
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their hearts. They are in the valley 
of decision, but what is the issue to be? 
Can we-trust God to the limit, as did 
Elijah? Let us emphasize the result 
following the prayer of one who dared 
to trust God: “Then the fire of the Lord 
fell . . . and when all the people saw 
it, they fell on their faces: and they said, 
The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he 
is the God.” There is no substitute for 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and no substitute 
for the Holy Spirit of the living God. 
Let us go God’s way to revival — “Put 
no fire under.” ; 

(To be continued) 
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“Labourers Together With God”’ 
(Continued from page 703) 


izing thirty Bible classes in boarding 
houses for businesswomen as well as de- 
voting much time to lecturing on mis- 
sions. \ 

One evening she was asked to teach 
the Public Speaking Class at the Na- 
tional Biblé Institute. At this time Dr. 
Don O. Shelton, who was president, 
invited her to become a member of the 
faculty. She accepted the invitation 
and’ moved to the school the following 
fall. During her connection with the 
Institute, she told me, “I have taught 
nearly every subject in the curricula 
except Greek and Hebrew.” 

Mrs. Buswell is now instructor in Mis- 
sions, director of the Correspondence 
Department, and in charge of the Circle 
of Intercession. In her spare time she 
spends many hours reading philosophy 
to her son, the president of the National 
Bible Institute, Dr. James Oliver Bus- 
well, Jr. ‘You see, I’ve had lots of ex- 
perience, for I have read my four boys 
through university.” 

Two other sons are Dr. Arthur M., 
Buswell, who is now head of the De- 
partment of Sanitary Chemistry in the 
University of Illinois, and Superintend- 
ent of the Illinois State Water Survey; 
and Dr. Calvin E. Buswell, formerly a 
missionary in China, who is now chief 
of the Tuberculosis Service in the 
Regional office of Waco, Texas, and con- 
sultant in the Neuro-psychiatric Veterans 
Hospital in Waco. The youngest son, 
Dr. Karl. P. Buswell, while serving as 
chaplain in the Navy in World War II, 
gave his life in the service of his coun- 
try, Christmas Eve, 1943. 

Mrs. Buswell has written a number 
of. poems, some of which have been pub- 
lished in Christian publications. The 
personal ones for birthdays and special 
occasions are treasured by a host of 
friends. I asked her to arrange her 
poems for publication. She laughed, and 
said, “Oh, I have a bundle of them,” 
but would not commit herself to the 
task, 


As I perused the bundle, with her 
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LENDING LIBRARY _ | CHURCH USHERING ,.£°,rf2 rau! 


Write for information and a sample copy of the 

Christian Reader’s Review. ’ 
CHRISTIAN READER’S LIBRARY 

Veedersburg - ~ Indiana 


6 copies $1.90; 12 copies $3.50 
Money back guarantee 


Active Church Publicity Box 829 Hammond, Indiana 





The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 









These THREE GREAT BOOKS 


Fre 





To All New Members of 
the Clergy Book Club 
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1, The Silver Lining 


8. If Ye Shall Ask 
by John Henry Jowett 


2. Abide in Christ 
by Oswald Chambers 


by Andrew Murray 


These three books you get absolutely FREE with the current selection of the Clergy 
Book Club and agreement to buy $8 worth of books within one year. 


TWO MONEY-SAVING PLANS 


To help the “Servants of Christ serve Him better” Clergy Book Club 
was formed with two plans to help ministers, students, and Christian 
workers get the best available Christian books. Under Plan A—New 
members are given a FREE book dividend after each purchase of $8 
worth of books. Under Plan B—A straight discount plan of 10% on all 
= purchased, 15% on two or more books purchased in any one 
month. 





HOW CLERGY BOOK CLUB WORKS 


Each month the Board of Advisers choose one book or a “double selection.” Their 
selections are reviewed in “Bookcast,”’ mailed Free to members. If you want the main 
selection you do absolutely nothing. You just let it come on the regular shipping date. 
If you want an alternate selection you indicate this on a substitution blank provided. 
you want the main selection plus an alternate book, provision is made on your substitution 
blank to indicate this. There is no limit to how many books you may purchase each 
month. The more books you purchase, the more book dividends you receive under Plan A, 
and a larger discount under Plan B. 


« ADVANTAGES MEMBERS ENJOY 


You enjoy seven amazing benefits: 1. Free membership—no fees, dues, or hand 
charges. 2. Two plans of operation—one offering a FREE book for each unit purchase o 
$8; the other offering a discount saving on all purchases. 3. Dividend books of your own 
choice. 4. Dividends and discounts in both plans allowable on both main selections and 
alternates. 5. Free subscription to “BOOKCAST,” a monthly review magazine. 6. Books 
selected by a trained staff of active clergymen. 7. Budget plans for purchasing sets, 
commentaries, etc. 





Clergy Book Club, Dept. SS-8, 
63 Grand Ave., East Stroudsburg, Pa, 
START ENJOYING 


MEMBERSHIP NOW 


Simply check in the coupon ope 
posite which plan you prefer. Im- 
mediately, your first FREE book 
will be sent under Plan A. Or 


O) Please enroll me as a member of CLERGY 
BOOK CLUB. I understand I am to purchase $8 
worth of books a year, paying retail prices, plus 
postage, with Free’ book dividends (under Plan A) 
or with discounts (under Plan B). 

Enroll me under—Plan AQ] PlanBg 


your name will be registered for BID occ vvcdccdevecegececcccccoceesecceses YT TT TT TTT 
the membership discount under 

Plan B. So act quickly. Mail @ Address .......... sasduGpebaddsscteesiecssvanteeienils 
es ee es ee -”dmhUm”mSLmmCmLmm:,,Smtt™CS™~S—™™™TCOC‘ 

these special privileges NOW. SED 5s cicventiisdeundadnebaun ccedes 


Send me my three FREE BOOKS: .......... .....++ 
(Under Plan A only) 
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MISSIONARY TEACHERS NEEDED permission, the lines which follow 


at Baptist Mountain Mission Institute. One 
high school teacher and one primary. 


Address: 


7 Wim. W. Clarke, Trustee SKY, Ky. 





Representatives Wanted 








EARN money by selling beaudifully 
bound and famous Bibles to your friends 
and neighbors. Large and well-known 
Bible publisher wants representatives in 
many localities. 

Write Box 28 
Station O - + «+ New York 


Mody Bible Instituts 


An interdenominational, tuition-free Bible 
school, training men and women for all | 














types of Christion service, Seven courses. 
Write for details Dept. $ 1036 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE @ CHICAGO 10 











BIBLI INSTITUTE 


soantlly PaEEMGEE Ublc ents teen 


Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 
diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 

rite for catalog. 


itt’ NATIONAL 











Help American Indians 


We took their land. We must givethem 
our.Gospel. The white man’s “Book of 
Heaven” does wonders when explained 
to them in their own language and 
with a knowledge of Indian back- 
ground. Cook Christian Training 
School trains Indians for work among 
Indians. Write for booklet telling 
how you can help. 


COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
4050 N. Second St., Phcenix, Arizona 


Interdenominational 








seemed most appropriate: 


Years —Years — Years — 

Majestic and stately they rise, 
Out of eternities, soundless, 

Into eternities, boundless, 

Fleeting across human skies. 
Years —Years — Years — 

Steadily onward they come. 
Ordered their advent and ‘certain; 
No hand can draw back the curtain; 

Lips of the prophets are dumb, 


Years —Years — Years — 

Greet we the year with a song! 
Past years, with failure and anguish? 
New year, with fierce foes to vanquish? 
March we with courage, nor languish ! 

Our times are in Hands that are 

strong! 


New York Cry. 
we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 29 
5. God Speaks Through Nature 
(Psa. 8:1-9; Matt. 6:28, 29) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 





HE ideal setting for this week’s 

prayer meeting is under the open 
sky, by the seashore, or in the cool shade 
of trees, where the eyes may rest upon 
some of the wonders of God’s creation, 
while our thoughts dwell upon the topic, 
“God Speaks Through Nature.” 

If your meeting can be held at sun- 
set time, or even at sunrise, for a change, 
it will be found very effective. Leave 
song books at home, and sing only very 
familiar hymns or choruses from mem- 
ory. Or, your group may be seated in 
a circle about a campfire in the open. 
This failing, an artificial fire, built of 
sticks surrounding a red electric light 
bulb, in the center of your meeting room, 
will add interest. * 








books intensively. 


of the Scriptures. 


$1 Harcourt Avenue 
Toronto 6, Canada 





ONE-YEAR BIBLE COURSE 


EMMAUS offers a unique program of Bible study for young people planning to enter 
college or business. Only one year, and yet — an investment for eternity. During this 
year, most of your time will be directly spent in the study of the Word of God. You will 
complete a survey of every book in the Bible, and in addition you will study several 


EMMALUS also offers 2 three-year course for those desiring a more thorough knowledge 
There is no tuition for either the one-year or the three-year course. 
The School is approved for benefits under the G. I. Bill of Rights. 


Applications still being received for the Fall term. 


For information, write to 


EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL 


6902 S. Normal 
Chicago 21, Illinois 
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God’s Word tells us plainly that He 
speaks to men through nature. Have 
two of your members repeat from mem- 
ory Psalm 19, verses 1 to 4, and Romans 
1:20. Only the most hardened can look 
upon the glittering canopy of heaven 
at night, and not feel awed before its 
beauty and precision and wonder (Psa. 
8:3, 4). The mighty storm with its flash- 
ing lightning, crashing thunder, and 
pelting rain speaks of God’s power 
and might (Psas. 29:3-5; 148:8). The 
mighty ocean speaks of God’s limitless 
power and timelessness (Psa, 104: 24-26; 
Job 38:8-11), Living and growing things, 
such as trees and flowers and crops and 
the myriads of wild life all witness to 
the infinite care and exactness of the 
Creator, who designed them and planned 
their inter-relationships with marvelous 
skill and wisdom. And, when man em- 
ploys the help of the magnifying glass 
and the microscope, he finds that the 
precision of the Creator is carried down 
to the smallest portion of cell life that 
man can see, and that the tiniest instru- 
ments with which God has equipped the 
smallest insect and flower arg far more 
perfect than all the skill of man can 
imitate. 


But God’s Word also makes it clear 
that nature, with all her wonders and 
evidences of God’s handiwork, imper- 
fectly transmits the voice of God, for 
nature, at least as far as our universe is 
concerned, has been damaged by the sin 
of man, and by his fall. Payl tells us 
that “the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now” 
(Rom, 8:22).. It will continue to do so 
until man is fully redeemed, and the 
curse, which was placed upon nature 
because of man’s sin, is removed. We 
do not have to look far to see the effects 
of the curse. Some of them are the 
preying of certain animals upon others; 
the poisonous effects of the bites of ser- 
pents and insects; and sickness and dis- 
ease caused by microbes, viruses, and the 
like. This curse will be removed when 
the Lord Jesus comes again (Isa. 11:6- 
9). We speak sometimes of the survival 
of the fittest in creation as we sce it 
today. This was not a part of the orig- 
inal creation, and will be corrected when 
the Lord Jesus comes again. 


se 

The voice of nature is incomplete, for 
while she speaks of God’s mighty power, 
and His infinite precision, and His love 
of order and beauty, she does not tell 
of His tender love and care for man. 
Hence, God has given to us His written 
Word to tell-of this love, and He has 
sent His Son, in the likeness of man, to 
show man the love of the Father, and 
to tell him of His desire that all men 
might know Him, and love Him, and 
enter into the full enjoyment of all that 
He has provided for him. 


by 4 
And so, as we look together upon the 
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wonders of God’s creation, let us not 
be deceived, as some are, into thinking 
that nature is God; or into worshiping 
nature instead of the all-wise and all- 
loving Creator. And let us not forget 
to turn to God’s written message, the 
Scriptures, so that we may rightly un- 
derstand nature, and so that we may 
learn of God, not only as our Creator, 
but as our loving Father and Saviour 
and Keeper from sin. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
+4 


Children at Home 


The Pony That Wouldn’t 
Cross the Bridge 
By Edna Colquitt 


6c UESS what, Trigger,” John said, 

reaching up to put the bridle 
over Trigger’s head, “today we're going 
to Grandmother’s house. Daddy said 
we might. He says I ride well enough 
now to go over the bridge across the 
river.” ' 

Trigger opened his mouth for the bit 
and rubbed his head against John’s shirt. 
He and John loved each other, and they 
got along very well together. The pony 
stood very still while John curried and 
brushed him, and then tightened the 
saddle. When John was mounted, he 
walked very quietly across the farm and 
down to the highway. Here John pulled 
him over to the shoulder of the road, 
and he swung into a nice easy gallop. 

John was very happy this morning. 
It was the first day of the summer vaca- 
tion, and he planned to spend part of 
every day riding Trigger. He had got- 
ten the pony for Christmas when the 
weather was cold and bad, and he had 
not been able to ride very often. Now, 
when his morning chores were done, he 
could ride all day, every day, if he 
wished to. He galloped along, humming 
the “Pony Express” to himself, and pre- 
tending that he was the bearer of an 
important message. 

Everything was fine until they reached 
the bridge. There Trigger stopped dead 
still. He wouldn’t put even one foot 
upon it. John tried talking to him to 
urge him forward. It was no use, he 
wouldn’t go. Then John kicked him 
in the side and slapped him with the 
reins, not very hard, for John couldn’t 
bear to hurt him. But still Trigger 
wouldn’t go. Finally John dismounted 
and tried to lead him across the bridge. 
Trigger wouldn’t lead either. 

What shall I do? John wondered. 

“Be careful what you ask of your 
horse,” Daddy had told him, “but once 
you ask it be sure to make your horse 
obey you.” 

John sat down on a rock with the reins 
in his hand, and thought, and thought. 
Finally he had an idea. He would go 
ask his friend Paul to help him. Paul 


* bridge. 
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had had a horse for several years, and 
John knew that he often rode across the 
He found Paul down at the 
drain-ditch fishing for minnows. 

“Of course I can help you,” Paul said. 
“T’ll saddle and ride with you. If I ride 
across the bridge Trigger will follow.” 

John helped Paul catch and saddle 
his horse, and the two of them rode down 
to the river. Paul’s horse went straight 
across, and sure enough Trigger went 
right behind him, 

“Now let’s do it again,” Paul sug- 
gested. 

They turned and rode back, back and 
forth, back and forth they went several 
times. Then Paul stopped, “Now let’s 
see if Trigger will go alone.” 

John kicked his pony gently, and Trig- 
ger didn’t hesitate a minute. He walked 
right across the bridge. 

“Good-by,” Paul called from the other 
side. “I have to go home now.” 

“Good-by, and thank you.” 
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COIN COLLE CTORS 
OFFERIN 


G BOXES 


To Teach 
Stewardship 


Popular Gem Bank 
illustrated. Size 3% 
in. highx 3% in. dia. 
only $1.30. Ideal 
Coin Bank, round 
tin, attractive label, 
a 100, $6.50. 





Security 


MITE BOXES 


Heavy cardboard collap- 
sible. 3 styles. ‘““My Offer- 
ing’ Christmas and Easter. 
A 100 only $3.00. 


At your dealer or direct. 
Catalog 
WM. H. DIETZ, INC. 


10S. Wabash Dept. 16 Chicago 3, tl 
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Since God created man a social 
creature, ROBERTS seeks, as a co-educa- 
tional school, to provide such wholesome 
social contacts as will furnish poise and 
stability to young men and women of 
real purpose and character. ‘The casual 
class-room fellowship is warm and 
friendly, and the emphasis upon the 
Christian viewpoint creates an atmos- 
phere in which the finest and most last- 
ing friendships are formed, and in which 
a healthful, normal social development 
takes place. 


Various departmental and other 
groups have been organized, such as The 
Journalism Club, the Science Club, 
French, Latin, and Music Clubs, and the 
Commercial Club and Pre-Medic Club. The 
Ministerial Association and the Mary E. Catpen- 
ter Young People’s Missionary Society are also 
active in Christian work, visiting hospitals, 
alms houses and county homes, with activity in 
mission and gospel team evangelism. 


You may give to ROBERTS’ support and 
still derive an income from your gift for 
life. Write at once for full information 
regarding our attractive Life Annuity Con- 
tract. Issves at any age. 





Part of a large 
class in typing un- 
der supervision of 
an experienced 
business instructor, 
Amoment's relaxa- 
tion in the Lounge. 










JUNIOR COLLEGE 
North Chili, N. Y. 








Education for Character 
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HERE IS A FINE 


OPPORTUNITY 


To obtain this unusual $3 book without money cost 


bsg HENNE EHS SARs 


; ? A ND i 
The Word C 
exe) D 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


will give this book to anyone sending 
in FIVE NEW twenty-two weeks 
subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 
This offer applies only to subscriptions in the United States. 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
copies of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 

When you obtain FIVE subscriptions send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5. Upon 
receipt, these names go on our mailing list and your copy of this 
unusual book will be sent to you immediately. 


Send all subscriptions at one time. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


Yi 


— POLE LEE 





In Tae Sunpay ScuHoo. Tmues 
of April 24th of this year the 
President and Editor, Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., reviewing this 
remarkable book, among other 
things, said: 

“Dr, Smith’s new book should 
arouse the most phlegmatic and 
conservative reader. This is not 
because he sets dates for the ful- 
fillment of Bible prophecies, or 
gives fantastic interpretations of 
crucial passages of Scripture; but 
rather because of the great mass 
of facts he has gathered from 
authoritative sources on the 
latest developments in atomic 
physics, and the sober and schol- 
arly commentaries on important 
passages which he has drawn 
from the whole of Christian lit- 
erature, from the Church Fathers 
to our present day. 

“The note of triumph that one 
would expect in such a book by 
Dr. Smith is found in his last 
chapter, ‘Victory in Christ.’ He 
stresses ‘the absolute pre-emi- 
nence and sufficiency of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ and the need for 
holding fast to the Bible in these 
perilous times. He holds out the 
‘Blessed Hope’ of the Lord’s re- 
turn as the hope of this world 
and every believer. 


“Christian people should be 
grateful to Dr. Wilbur Smith for 
the fine work he has done in ex- 
plaining atomic power in lan- 
guage that the average reader 
can understand; in relating the 
events and inventions of the last 
three years to important Bible 
passages which give us some light 
on them; and for his challenge to 
remember that ‘we have also 
a more sure ward of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts’ (2 Pet. 1:19).” 
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John’s grandmother was very happy to 
see him. When Trigger was unsaddled 
and turned into the corral she brought 
out cold milk and ginger cookies with 
pink and white frosting. 

“Grandmother,” John asked as he took 
his third cooky, “why wouldn’t Trigger 
go across the bridge?” 

“He was afraid,’ Grandmother an- 
swered. 

“Then why would he go with Paul’s 
horse?” 

“Because Paul’s horse set him a good 
example. That is something you can 
remember. By going ahead and doing 
the right thing you can often help some- 
one else who is afraid, just as Paul’s 


-horse helped Trigger. And now if you 


have finished we’ll go out and feed the 
baby chickens.” a 
Et Paso, Tex. 
we 


Program Suggestions for Rally Day 


HERE will be no new service for 
Rally Day printed this year, but 
copies of Mary Brainerd Smith’s special 
program, “God’s Trumpet Calls,” pre- 
pared for last year, are still available. 
If you did not use this excellent pro- 
gram in your school in 1947, you may 
wish to make use of it this coming Rally 
Day. It contains recitations for the vari- 
ous departments, songs set to familiar 
hymn tunes, and Scripture passages ar- 
ranged to enable all the school to par- 
ticipate. 
Copies may be had at 25 cents a dozen, 
or $2 a hundred. Just ask for the Rally 
Day Service. ye 





Why not use reprints of the fine article 
by John Edgar Hoover, Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, that has 
attracted nation-wide attention, “Crime 
and the Sunday School,” to acquaint the 
neighborhood of Rally Day in your 
school. These reprints have blank space, 
4x8% inches, sufficient to enable your 
local printer to imprint your own an- 
nouncement and an invitation to your 
school. 


Copies may be had at 25 cents a dozen, 7 
$1.50 a hundred, or $6 for five hundred. 
Ask for the Hoover article, and address 
the Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


Me 
With the New Books 


Benny, the Leper Boy. By. Mervyn 
Paul... (Gospel Folio Press, Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3 per set.) The story 
of “Benny, the Leper Boy” is based on 
Leviticus 13 and 14, and is designed for 
flannel board use. The narrative is of 
the “suppose” story type, for all the 
persons described are not actually men- 





tioned in the Scriptures. However, most’ 


of the events really did happen at dif- 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times: $2.50 per year; 
five years, $10.00; five or more copies to 
same or separate addresses, $2.00 each. 
Canada: add 25 cents per, year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








ferent times in the Land of Israel. 
There are twelve chapters, or lessons. 
Each illustrates one central Gospel truth, 
and each chapter has a suggested out- 
line and picture, showing fivures and 
arrangement for that particular lesson. 


The brightly colored figures are extra 
large (twelve inches), and are printed 
on flano-blot; which adheres to the flan- 
nel board without necessitating the ap- 
plication of’ flannel backing to each 
figure. 

The principal theme .of the story is 
that God is dealing with all sin-spoiled, 
spiritual lepers of today, and that Chris- 
tians should “rejoice and be glad” for 
their cleansing from sin, through which 
they have fellowship with God, and 
may share in His blessings. 


The Reformed Doctrine of Adoption. 
By Robert Alexander Webb. (Wm, B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $2.50.) The author has written an 
incisive and reverent analysis of the 
Scriptural doctrine of the Fatherhood 
of God. We should study Adoption, he 
argues, because it is a Scriptural word; 
it is one of the most precious of Biblical 
thoughts; it clarifies the varied aspects 
of our salvation; and it protects the 
saint from the fallacies of sentimental 
theology. 


Although the volume was written a 
generation ago (the author died in 1919), 
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it is as up-to-date as if it had been writ- 
ten today. It is at once an exposition 
of Scriptural doctrine and a polemic 
against Liberalism, its sentimentalism 
and its paternalism. 


Dr. Webb contrasts the son with the 
servant, and concludes that Adam, in 
the Edenic state, was both. At the Fall, 
the first Adam ldst for us both sonship 
and a place in God’s commonwealth, 
These are restored by the second Adam, 
and He is shown to be Son in a Trini- 
tarian and a Messianic sense. Men, 
through Him, become sons by substi- 
tution and regeneration. The orthodox 
doctrine is contrasted with Liberal con- 
ceptions of sonship by incarnation (mys- 
ticism), love (sentimentalism), and ex- 
ample (moral influence). 

The reader will study many Scripture 
passages and digest the solid meat of 
reformed theology. Dr. Webb has com- 
bined scholarship, polemics, and devo- 
tional study in a most effective way. 
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Good News 
for 


All Canadian Subscribers 


AYMENT for Canadian subscriptions 

to THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times will 
now be accepted in Canadian dollars. 
However, do not send cyrrency. You 
may remit by personal check, express 
money order, baak money order, post 
office money order, or postal note, in 
Canadian funds payable to our order, 
which should be sent to us at 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. Your re- 


mittance will be endorsed and returned : 


to our bank in Canada for deposit, and 
you will not be charged exchange. Thus, 
on a single Canadian subscription for 
which you remit $2.75, you will save 
approximately 30 cents; and on each 
club subscription in Canada for which 
you remit $2.25, you will save approxi- 
mately 25 cents, under the present rate 
of exchange. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 23 to 29 


Mon.—Acts 9:10-19. Ananias of Damascus. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A certain dis- 
ciple at Damascus, named Ananias.” 
This refers to the better Ananias of the 
Book of Acts. The first one kept back 
part of the price: but this man fully 
obeyed the Lord. Beloved, let us follow 
that which is good and not that which is 
evil. The good Ananias was a praying 
man; and when fully persuaded what the 
will of God was he obeyed cheerfully. 
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REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA, 





Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
George A. Miles,’ President 


Write for catalogue 


THE INDIA MISSI SION 


Room 311 Elyria Block 
A Soul-Wissing. mCO0'S Falthlainens nade + ni 
i? ot 











In Hyderabad ® tate and Ce tral Proviness 
Bible Schools Training Netive Evangelists 
A fruitful field of the Lord's provision 


Write for fuller information. 











THEY’RE HERE 
FRED COWELL’S 
FOUR NEW TRACTS in TWO COLORS 
Write for samples and new low prices to 


CONTINENTAL PRESS 
315 North 2nd Street Philadelphia 6, Pa. 














: CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. ©. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 


5000 Workers WANTED: 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 


greeting cards. Good commission. Send for 
free catalog and price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 























Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 


For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
bay People’s and Missionary Socie- 
acation Bible Schoo! 

| eg and Home Study. 
Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3. 60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4,Tex. 

















Vutroducing... 
Mid-South Bible Institute 


J. HOWARD GODDARD, Th.D., President 
T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D., Dean 


Bible centered curriculum ... high academic 
standards . . . competent resident faculty . . . four 
2-week lectureships yearly by outstanding Bible 
teachers (Dr. H. A. Ironside already scheduled for 
aseries, others pending) .. . falltermstarts Septem- 
ber 14... Write now for complete irifformation. | 


MID-SOUTH BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1271 Poplar Ave. Memphis 4, Tena. 
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WANTED AT THE 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 


Wyckoff, New Jersey 


Young men and young women to 
join our Fall Classes for Mental 
Nursing. 


Home surroundings, good salaries, 
churches in immediate vicinity. 


Several openings for graduate 
nurses. 


Write to Director of Nurses 
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These two lines of blessing are open to 
all believers. Let us, therefore, live near 
to God, and obey His will, and great 
things will be accomplished for God. 
Pray for North Mountain Bible Confer- 
ence, Red Rock, Pa, 
Tues.—Jeremiah 7:21-28. 
Reason for Obedience. 
PraYER Succestions: “That it may be 
well unto you.” Self-interest has a direct 
appeal to all. If a thing is ill, it concerns 
us; and if it is good, that does, too. Be 
not unwilling to do the right for the 
Lord’s sake, but if you ignore this and 
your self-interest you will eat the fruit 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 





A Great BIBLE COMMENTARY 





Clarke’s Commentary 
on the Entire Bible 


ADAM CLARKE was the author of many books. 
But his real love—the work to which he de- 
voted decades of tireless effort—was his Com- 
MENTARY ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE; a standard 
against which lesser efforts are measured and 


found wanting. 


It was Dr. CHares H. SPURGEON, the great 


FOR ALL TiMe! 





6 Beautiful 
Useful Volumes 


ADAM CLARKE, creator of the 
Commentary which bears his name, 
was a born scholar. Neither before 
his day nor since has any master of 
the English language illuminated 
the Scriptures with such clarity of 
living light, or garbed them in such 
grandeur of style. His work remains 
ageless in its appeal. 


A Secholar’s Enduring 
Monument 


For forty years—almost to the day of 
his death—Adam Clarke labored lov- 
ingly upon his Commentary, a work so 
comprehensive in its scope that it stands 
the classic achievement of its kind, un- 
rivalled in the English language. 

But Clarke's is not a Commentary for 
scholars alone. This earnest, kindly 
scholar has illuminated the Scriptures 
for the student, the Sunday school work- 
er, the layman—for all who love and 
cherish the Bible. 


Now Within Reach of All 


teacher of preachers, who characterized Adam 


Clarke as the “PriNCE OF COMMENTATORS.” 
And because of his knowledge and his ability 
to make that knowledge LIVE for others— 
men and women turn confidently and trust- 


ingly to CLARKE’s COMMENTARY. 
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Just Mail This Coupon to YOUR OWN BOOK SELLER 


Pee ee Send me CLARKE’S COMMENTARY on the Entire Bible. 


Herewith is my 


eat check......money order for $19.50 


TT ROOT HEE TEETH EEE EEE EEE HOHE EEE 


eee eee eee eee eee ee 


ee ee | 


NOTE—If you have no account with us, please send cash with order. 


Now, you may have as your own these 
treasured six volumes—printed from 
large, clear type on excellent paper— 
a total of more than 4,000 pages for 
only $19.50. 






Det. 
ORDER FORM 


May also be used to 
request full particulars 
of CLARKE'S 
COMMENTARY 


* 


W.B. CLARKE’S COMMENTARY is an 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY product! 


of your own way; because you have 
turned your back upon the way of right- 
eousness. Pray for the New England 
Keswick, Monterey, Mass. 


Wed.—Matthew 7:21-29. A Faith That Works. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIONs: “Whosoever hear- 
eth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upon a rock.” 
Faith is an active grace. But even false 
faith has works. The man who built his 
house on the sand worked hard; but his 
work was not of the most vital kind, If 
you reaily believe in God you will hear 
and obey Him. Be not hearers only. Be 
sure you have the faith that works by 
love. This is the faith that is according 
to godliness. Pray for Old Mill Bible 
Conference, Brandamore, Pa. 


Thurs.—Acts 26:9-20. The Heavenly Vision. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I was not dis- 
obedient unto the heavenly vision.” 
Paul’s vision from Heaven was of the 
work God wanted for him. 
from the written Word. From it we 
must obtain our vision of what God 
wants from our life and service. With- 
out this understanding of the will of 
God, we cannot really say, “This one 
thing I do.” Be wise; understand what 
the will of God is. Ponder Ephesians 2: 
10. Pray for the Buffalo Bible Confer- 
ence, Ebenezer Park, Ebenezer, N. Y. 


Fri.—Luke 22:39-46. God’s Will Supreme. 

PRAYER SuccEstTions: “Not my will, but 
thine be done.” Nothing is more glori- 
ous than the will of God. In eternity 
we shall find nothing that is in itself 
good that has been outside the will of 
God. Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the days 
of His flesh, delighted in the will of His 
Father. His will for us is good, accept- 
able, and perfect. Every real blessing 
and every service of helpfulness, and 
everything that pleases God, is in the 
circle of the will of God. Pray for Gen- 
tral New York Bible Conference, Homer, 
| ae - 


Sat.—Hebrews 10:1-10. Obedience Unto Death. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 
The Son of God, manifest in the flesh, 
yielded His body as an offering for sin. 
For our salvation, Christ offered up. His 
body and blood. “There was no other 
good enough to pay the price of sin; 
He only could unlock the gate of 
heaven, and let us in.” Pray for the 
Children’s Bible Mission, Box 1137, 
Lakeland, Fla. 


Sun.—John 21:15-17. 
A Faith That Serves. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Feed my 
sheep.” Faith, if it be evangelical, is 
always practical. It has outreach as 
well as uplook. It obeys as well as 
hopes in God. Much faith today seems 
more in Christ’s doctrine than Christ 
who gave the doctrine. Is your faith 
sentimental or real? Pray for the 
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